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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


Get on board 

Very soon fleets of buses will carry the message Hope 
not Hate to the streets of Northern England. The buses 
are just the start of a massive campaign against the 
British National Party in the run-up to the elections on 
10 June. This campaign will also include the distribution 
of 1.25 million Searchlight tabloid newspapers in 27 
editions across England and Wales. 

As we go to press the French Front National leader 
Jean-Marie Le Pen is about to arrive in the UK to feature 
as guest speaker at a BNP dinner. With five Euro-MPs 
and several hundred councillors at municipal and 
regional level in France the FN is the country’s third 
biggest political force. This is the latest stunt in the long 
and shabby inventory of Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
who is a firm devotee of the Church of Self Promotion. 
In other words, if somebody “famous” shakes hands 
with him, he becomes a celebrity by proxy. 

For Le Pen the visit may have more future than 
present significance, as when it finally dawns on the 
French media that he has been wining and dining with 
Britain's top nazis, he is likely to be pilloried. The whole 
fancy dinner party exercise fits neatly with Griffin's 
increasing attempt to gain some kind of dubious 
respectability. He is possessed of the belief that he can 
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copy the EN in putting his toxic stamp on British society. 

As Griffin’s coterie of fans tuck in to their roast beef 
with all the trimmings, they will be dreaming of making 
a breakthrough. This may or may not come to pass but 
anybody who values democracy should not be under 
any illusions about what the BNP’s attempt at political 
engineering represents: nothing less than a crack at 
overturning the entire wartime and postwar British 
consensus that nazism is an evil to be challenged and 
decisively repulsed back into the gutter. 

Searchlight is a proud believer in the continuing 
validity of this. consensus and was co-founded by its 
first editor Maurice Ludmer to play its full part in 
ensuring that the horrors of nazism could never be 
revived. This month marks the 23rd anniversary of his 
passing. He would have been shocked and outraged at 
the reemergence of the closet nazis of the old NF in the 
new garb of the BNP. Maurice more than any other 
person was a key figure in mobilising the broadest 
possible campaigns involving Christians, Jews and 
Muslims, people of all nationalities, trade unionists 
and labour movement activists to wipe the floor with the 
fascists. If asked his advice today, his answer would no 
doubt be as clear as before: organise, work together and 
show the BNP that it has no place in a civilised society. 
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TERROR IN MERSEYSIDE 


BNP BOSS 
IS CITY 
GANGSTER 
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Party is a violent Liverpool gangster who has been 
quizzed by police over several murders. 

Yet not only is a senior BNP organiser, he is also a 
personal minder to the BNP leader Nick Griffin. 

The involvement of Joey Owens in such a high 
position in the party exposes the lie that the BNP is the 
party of law and order. 

Owens has been in trouble with the law on a number 
of occasions. In 1982, while a junior British kick-boxing 
champion, he was imprisoned for sending razor blades 
in the post to members of Liverpool’s Jewish 
community. 

He was jailed again in 1994 for carrying CS gas and 
knuckle-dusters. 

But then his criminal activities got a lot more serious. 
In 1997 Owens was implicated in the horrific murder of 
Stephen Cole, a former Liverpool footballer and club 
doorman. Cole was literally hacked to death in a city- 
centre pub in front of his wife and friends. The killing 
was revenge for the stabbing of one of Owens’s close 
friends and was part of the city’s notorious “door wars”, 
which claimed a number of lives. 

According to the prominent Liverpool gangster 
Charlie Seiga, “Joey was lucky. Witnesses failed to pick 
him out in an identification parade.” 

Owens formed a close friendship with Seiga, 
affectionately nicknamed “killer” by the police, and the 
two remain close friends. 

“Joey Owens was very different from the rest,” 
remembers Seiga. “Although young and in his thirties, 
he had that sort of ‘old-school’ feel about him. First his 
manners were impeccable, and the other good asset he 
possessed was his intelligence. He also showed a lot of 
respect to his elders.” 

But Seiga also knew Owens to be a man of extreme 
violence. “You could be deceived by Joey’s appearance — 
blue eyes, fair hair, quietly spoken — you just would not 
be able to dream of what this man was capable of.” 

Another close associate of Owens was Lee Jones, a 
former boxer. Jones's promising career had been cut 
short after he lost an eye in another gangland feud some 
time earlier. Jones later killed one of his attackers and 
was convicted of manslaughter. 

“These two men, Joey and Lee, are well known to all of 
the Liverpool gangsters and club doormen,” says Seiga. 
“And if it came to violence, just don’t f*** with them 
because if they are on your case, especially Joey, you 
would have to prepare to face the consequences 
afterwards.” 

In November 1997, Owens, Seiga and Jones were 
arrested for the murder of another Liverpool gangster, 
George Bromley. 

Bromley was murdered while visiting Seiga’s house. 
He was shot three times in the head at close range in 
what local police described as a “gangland execution’. 

Owens and Seiga were charged with murder after 
Owens's fingerprints were found on the newspaper that 
Bromley was holding at the time of his death. 

The two men, together with Jones, were also charged 
with threatening to kill Bromley’s best friend. Owens 
was alleged to have said, “If you don’t stop the rumours 
you'll get three in the head like George”. 

Owens never made it to court. Days before the trial 
was to begin the main prosecution witness disappeared, 
never to be seen again. Charlie Seiga, in his 
autobiography Killer, described this as “a small miracle”. 

With the main witness gone and the three all denying 
the charges, the case against Owens was dropped. 


T: Merseyside organiser of the British National 


Owens continues to mix with other 
Liverpool criminals despite his high 
profile in the BNP. One of his closest 
associates was recently arrested and 
charged with possession of drugs 
worth £220,000. 

Another is carrying on an 
increasingly violent dispute with a 
rival Sunday League football team. 
A recent fight saw one man struck 
with an iron bar and the promise of even 
greater violence. 

But Owens has not had things all his own way. 
Only a few weeks ago he was shot in the shoulder — the 
latest instalment in a long-running gangland feud. 

Owens has made several enemies in the Liverpool 
gang scene. One is a city club owner who got rather 
annoyed when Owens shot up his house. When Owens 
was admitted to Liverpool's University hospital with 
his recent gunshot wound, the two bumped into each 
other in A&E. Owens was forced over the counter and 
strangled. 

Terrified hospital staff called the police but Owens 
refused to make a complaint. 

Owens'’s criminal links are well known within the BNP 
even by its leader. His recent shooting has been the 
subject of much internal party discussion. 
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Don’t let racism win 
Use your vote 


Yet despite his known gangland links, Owens remains __ Nick Griffin 
a central part of Griffin's BNP. with Joey 

“Owens is an animal and a very violent one at that,” Owens 
one Merseyside police officer commented to Searchlight. (right) on 
“What does that say about the BNP to have someone like __ the election 


trail 


that involved?” 
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Mass picket 
of striking 
miners 
confronted by 
police in riot 
gear, 
Thurcroft pit, 
South 
Yorkshire 


former BNP parliamentary candidate in West 
Yorkshire once led a shadowy group that funded 
cab miners during the 1984 strike. 

The Dowager Lady Jane Birdwood ran Self-Help, a 
right-wing pressure group dedicated to smashing trade 
unions. She went on to stand for the BNP in a general 
election in Dewsbury in the 1990s. 

Birdwood was a life-long racist but she was better 
known for her rabid antisemitism. Her hatred of Jewish 
people, who she believed were trying to take over the 
world, got her prosecuted twice. 

Her far-right politics led her into alliances with 
Second World War Nazi collaborators, including people 
who had fought in the SS. The SS was the organisations 
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that ran the concentration and death camps and carried 
out the worst Nazi atrocities. 

Birdwood saw the miners’ strike as a communist 
plot to take over the country and she set out to break it. 
She felt that Thatcher was too soft on the miners. 

Documents obtained by Searchlight reveal how she 
set about to smash the strike. Soon after the strike 
started her group tried to prosecute Arthur Scargill, the 
miners’ leader, for sedition, inciting violence and 
intimidation of working miners. 

They were even advised by a leading barrister to hire 
private detectives to spy on the NUM. 

Gathering the evidence was a lengthy and costly 
business. To speed up the process they decided to buy 








into a small private mine and seek a confrontation with 
striking miners. 

Birdwood found many mine owners willing to help. 

“So far we have eleven mine owners ready to 
negotiate,” she gleefully told her supporters in July 1984. 
Once in control of a pit the group were going to take the 
NUM to court and seize its funds. 

Birdwood eventually bought a share in a Durham 
mine but she was quickly overtaken by events as others 
had begun legal action to sequestrate the union’s funds. 

That did not stop Birdwood and she went on to back 
several other legal actions. 

“We are promoting and assisting a number of new 
applications to the courts for further injunctions, 


Brenda Procter, 
North Staffs Miners’ Wives 


“I can remember a very nasty encounter 
| had with the BNP during the miners’ strike in 1984. 
The strike was the best thing that ever 
happened to me as | became aware that there was a 
wider political arena and you wake up to other people’s 
problems instead of just your own. 

We had tremendous support from all different 
communities. We learned new things about each other 
and we shared struggles and we marched together. 

It was at one of the anti-deportation rallies in 

Manchester that we were confronted by a BNP q 
group outside a pub. They charged at us, calling us filthy | 
names, threw beer over us and stuck their 
disgusting stickers on our banner. 
Don’t let anyone be fooled by the false impression they 
try to put over as being ‘nice and respectable’. They are 
an evil bunch of thugs.” 


STEVE KEMP 
NUM National Secretary 


“The contribution provided during the strike from all 
shades of the ethnic communities in Britain, particularly 


the Indian and Pakistani communities, 
was massive. 


Many of our members saw these people give so much 
and it helped them move away from a position of 


suspicion and reject racist views. 
We will never forget the contribution these 
people made.” 


including the action by 16 supporters of the National 
Working Miners’ Committee,” her group boasted to 
supporters in December 1984. 

This was not the first time Self Help had backed the 
Working Miners’ Committee. 

With the strike nearly over she reflected on a job well 
done. “By backing Silver Birch’s Working Miners 
Committee we have played some part in the court 
actions against the NUM.” 

Birdwood also boasted of putting “certain proposals to 
the Working Miners’ Committee which we hope will lead 





to them taking the necessary legal action with our _ inset 
financial and political support” to remove Scargill from _Lady Jane 
the leadership of the NUM. Birdwood 


However, she was always keen for Self-Help’s role to be 
kept secret. 


Bring in the army 

Birdwood’s hatred of the NUM was shared by John 
Tyndall, then the BNP leader. He even suggested 
bringing in the army to deal with striking Yorkshire 
miners. 

Twenty years on, the memory of the strike still burns 
strong. The miners were fighting for their jobs, their 
children and their communities. 

The BNP is now trying to gain support in the former 
mining communities but back in 1984, when it really 
mattered, it was doing everything it could to undermine 
the strike. 
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East Lancs BNP 
in disarray 


By Nick Lowles 


BURNLEY BNP is set to lose yet another councillor. 
David Edwards, who represents Cliviger and Worsthorne 
ward, has decided against standing for re-election 
this June. 

His decision is a devastating blow to the BNP and 
means that over the past year three of its eight Burnley 
councillors have gone. It also confirms the repeated 
Searchlight claims that East Lancs BNP, once the party’s 
best local election region, is in complete disarray. 

The Burnley branch is demoralised and missing many 
of its core activists who oversaw the party’s rise over the 
past two years. Those who are left appear bitterly 
divided, with the current branch organiser, David 
Shadcott, deeply unpopular largely because he is seen 
as a “Griffinite’, whereas the rest of the activists either 
side with the party’s former leader John Tyndall or prefer 
to be independent of everyone. 

Edwards's decision is a bitter blow for the BNP. He has 
been the party’s most effective councillor and was likely 
to get re-elected. 

Burnley BNP is now struggling for candidates. Although 
a dozen have come forward it is believed that new rules, 
brought in to prevent more cases like Maureen Stowe and 
Luke Smith — the first two Burnley councillors to go — will 
knock some out. More importantly, the quality and 
enthusiasm of those who have come forward is nothing 
like that of last year’s list. 

The internal problems extend to Blackburn branch, 
where its 15 candidates at the beginning of the year 
have now dwindled to just two definites. A recent 
branch meeting in the town saw fewer than 20 people 
turn up. This is a far cry from the giddy heights of 


THE STRANGE TALE OF 


June 2002 when 160 people were present at the 
inaugural branch meeting. 

Compounding the problem for Blackburn BNP is that 
many ofits activists are currently being dragged through 
the courts because of their football hooligan activities. 

Luke Smith, the Burnley BNP councillor who resigned 
after attacking a man with a bottle, has been banned 
from every football ground in the country for two years. 
In court, the police claimed that Smith had been 
involved in at least 20 incidents of disorder around the 
country in the previous two years. 

The elections continue to be overshadowed by 
continuing divisions between the pro and anti-Griffin 
factions. The strengths of the respective camps will 
become clear on 28 April when Tyndall speaks in 
Clitheroe and Martin Wingfield, the editor of the BNP’s 
Voice of Freedom, speaks in Blackburn. 

A lack of candidates also appears to be a problem in 
Preston, a BNP branch where Griffin has invested a 
considerable amount of time. From promising the 
leadership at least six candidates at the beginning of the 
year, the branch is now down to a couple. 


Oldham hooligan link 

Football hooliganism has also come back to haunt 
Oldham BNP. Shawn Winkler was recently sent to prison 
for an unprovoked attack on a man waiting for a train at 
Manchester Victoria Station. 

Winkler, who is a BNP activist and nephew to BNP 
election candidate Colin Burrows, was returning from 
Oldham’s away match at Huddersfield. CCTV footage 
showed Winkler initiating the attack. 











WHEN THE BNP WON a by-election in 
Heckmondwike last year they did it by 
conning decent people into falling for 
their lies. Their entire campaign was 
based on half-truths, false promises and 
blatant lies. 

Several months on, the people of 
Heckmondwike are beginning to realise 
just what sort of councillor David Exley 
really is. Like the BNP’s councillors in 
Burnley and Halifax, Exley spends his 
time sitting in silence at council 
meetings and has done next to nothing 














Searchlight May 2004 8 


COUNCILLOR DO-NOTHING 


for people in the town. He’s quite happy 
to take his full council allowance but 
when it comes to hard graft he’s 
nowhere to be seen. 

After the election, Exley promised in a 
local newspaper that he would get all the 
graffiti in Heckmondwike cleaned up. 
Surprise, surprise, almost a year later 
the graffiti is still there. 

Far from reducing anti-social behaviour, 
BNP supporters recently added to the 
problem when they — shamelessly 
vandalised a centre for blind people in 


Batley with six foot high 
letters spelling out “BNP”. 

People in Heckmond- 
wike are starting to get 
frustrated with Exley. 
They voted for him 
because they thought 
he might really do some- 
thing to benefit the town 
but they have quickly found 
out that he’s even worse 
than the other 
councillors. 















David Exley 
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A party of 
whingeing 
losers 


NICK GRIFFIN, the BNP leader, is a graduate from 
Cambridge University, as his election literature never 
tires of saying, and is very keen to recruit new members 
who have some form of academic achievement behind 
them. He has a few but they tend to be hardline nazis. 
So we thought we might make our own awards to the 
trying, rather than achieving, activists of the BNP. 

Step forward Matt Single, the BNP’s number 1 
candidate for the Eastern region in the European 
elections. Nobody has taken much notice of this poor 
soul, so he tried to throw down a challenge to the 
democratic parties via the pages of the Essex Chronicle on 
15 April. 

Always keen to play the macho man, the BNP 
candidate asked his opponents to face him in a “fair, 
balanced and open public debate, if you can find the 
courage”. Their responses are a text book example of 
how to deal with jerks like Single. 

Conservative MP Simon Burns said: “It is not a 
question of courage -— rather of self-respect. I will never 
appear on a platform with the BNP because their views 
are anathema to me, and I know that as the people of 
West Chelmsford become more familiar with their 
politics of hate their common decency will 
overwhelmingly reject them” 

Russell Kennedy for Labour replied: “I am not going to 
legitimise their racist rhetoric by appearing on a 
platform with any member of the BNP. If they are, as 
they say, addressing people's fears, why are they losing 
seats in areas where they won a few years ago?” 

And a Liberal Democrat spokesperson said: “Liberal 
Democrats would not appear on any platform with 
the BNP”. 

Two weeks earlier the BNP candidate for London 
Mayor, Julian Leppert, turned up at a meeting at Bromley 
Civic Centre organised to give voters an opportunity to 
listen to representatives of the democratic parties. 
Clearly nobody present thought that Leppert fell into this 
category and he was told that if he mounted the platform 
all the other speakers would leave. 


Exit Julian, stage very right, saving the 
audience from this loser who is still 
begging his hardline nazi minders for 
some policies to fight the election on. 
Never mind, we will put your award 
in the post. 

Down in Malmesbury, Wiltshire, 
the BNP’s blonde bombshell, : . s 
Michaela MacKenzie, no 2 candidate Don’t let racism win 
in the South West, decided not to wait to Use your vote 
be excluded from the hustings and turned 
up at a local council meeting to harangue the 
councillors with an earful of BNP drivel. This was 
aimed mainly at a councillor who has committed the 
cardinal sin of being an active anti-fascist. 

The only applause for her efforts came from a handful 
of BNP activists who arrived with her. She too joins the 
hall of fame with an award from us. 


¢ NOT 
Kid, 









Who’s who in the South East 


’s largest European election constituency is the South East 
hy hee one of the re in which the BNP has filled all the pate: 
the candidates’ list, although sl es eal had diffi 

ing individuals who might appeal to norma ; on 
wei candidates, five claim to have come from the BNP’s or 
anti-Europe rivals, the UK Independence Party, including baal 
the top of the list, Brian Galloway from Crawley. hesiles n i 
fallen out of his wardrobe so far. He is described as a retire ‘val 
systems engineer, So we can expect plenty of hot air sei eS fs 
Second is Julie Russell from Nottinghamshire, daughter rae 
BNP’s press officer and bad tempered old fool, Dr Stuart cpees x 
Phil Edwards. She is the BNP’s international liaison coordinator 
a self-admitted racist. During her university days in eds a sb 
was well known for keeping company with some of the Sit : 
hardliners and making trips to meet gels neo-nazis in Germany 
the new-look BNP needs. 
ey ae Tim Rait, an apparently attractive candidate 
Haselmere, in Surrey. He spent his career in marine insurance ri 
claims to be a former member of the Conservative Party, ee i 
induced him to join the BNP? Could it be something to pee ini 
many years of reading Spearhead. This monthly hate rag pu is coe: 
John Tyndall took its title from the illegal paramilitary 7 (e) 
Tyndall was imprisoned for organising In the early 196 oy 
Tyndall is the founder and former leader of the BN ce ja 
Britain’s longest running nazis with a number of convictions to idee hie 
At no 9 is an old favourite, Dennis Whiting, a man who wor sti 
many years as a librarian at the University of Kent and has pre a 
the BNP in several elections. Bottom of the list is Vernon . ee 
He came to the BNP from the UKIP only 18 months ago and To 
a council seat in Crawley for the BNP last May. 


BNP struggles for support in Wales 


AS ANTI-FASCISTS PREPARE for their campaign to keep 
Wales free of the BNP on 10 June, there has been little 
oUt (eralery (ejy clan ciclaligierciaie cblejelejae icele jes) (ercle(cie lie 
CT einila ciate) al elcigcerss ola itales cigele alee 

Pverlae icelin) <<) kay Cielelg-lelle) ciagelaccy cia (crui(ciaiaysa iale| 
racist graffiti, the BNP appears to be struggling to 
establish any activist base within Wales. 

lan Titherington, spokesperson for Wales Friends of 
Searchlight, said, “There is a strong unity of purpose to 
keep the BNP out of Wales, from all the political parties 
to the trade unions and numerous other organisations. 
lf they are genuinely serious about winning in Wales, 
then they have got their work cut out.” 





Wales has never had an elected BNP representative. 
However, Mr Titherington pointed out that complacency 
and antipathy were the BNP’s greatest weapons in June. 

alc cclele(cyey \ \/ciaY [olny iligaelsie (a eel gio) ciisvae(e gs 
the biggest concern. However, we have contingency 
plans in hand to deal with this issue, wherever they 


Siclaee Weta UI (aleje Ciieecicre (fa) alleilatss vaaicvie geieiiciatclaie 
racist views.” 

The BNP has no hope in the Welsh European seats, 
which are presently held by Labour (2), Plaid Cymru (2) 
and the Conservatives (1). The reduction from five seats 
to four to accommodate the new EU nations further 
confirms the BNP’s certain failure to gain a Welsh MEP. 
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WHO DO YOU THIN 
YOU ARE KIDDING. 
MR GRIFFIN? 


The BNP’s extremist friends in Europ 


Jean-Marie Le Pen 


Philip Dewinter 


Anders Steen Ions A 


The BNP want us to think that they are the anti- 
Europe party. 
But they are standing in the European elections 
because they want to jump on the gravy train by 
getting an MEP. 
If elected they will take taxpayers’ cash and use it to 
fund their hateful Nazi activities. 
On the continent there are already a number of 
extreme right-wing MEPs whom BNP leader Nick Griffin 
wants to link up with as part of a European Nazi bloc. 
The BNP won't stand up for Britain but for the interests 
of European fascism. 
After all, it was an idea that was imported from Germany 
and Italy in the first place. 
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FRANCE Front National (FN) 


Like many BNP members, the FN leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen is a yob and a brawler with a string 
of criminal convictions including hawking records 
of Nazi marching songs and speeches by Nazi 
leaders. He has also been convicted in Germany 
and France as an apologist for Nazi crimes 
against humanity. Six years ago, he was banned 
from standing in elections after copping a three 
months’ suspended jail sentence for bashing a 
socialist woman MP The FN is a deeply racist 
party. Some of its leaders traitorously 
collaborated with the Nazi occupiers of France 
or fought in Hitler's SS. 


BELGIUM viaams Blok (vB) 


The VB has close links with wartime Nazi 
collaboration and violent paramilitary extremism. 
Many of its older members are traitors who helped 
the Nazi invaders or joined Hitler’s murderous SS. 
Some of its leaders were in the VMO, an armed 
gang that got banned. The present VB leaders, 
Philip Dewinter and Franck Van Hecke, kicked off 
their careers in the student NSV, a pro-VB 
strong-arm squad that uses a Nazi emblem and 
works with Nazi Blood and Honour thugs. 

Top VB members deny that the Nazis carried out 
the Holocaust. The party wants an amnesty for 
people who collaborated with Hitler. 


SWEDEN National Democrats 


BNP international officer Julie Russell recently 
visited Gothenburg to meet the BNP’s Swedish 
counterparts, the National Democrats (ND). 

The party is often dubbed the Criminal Democrats 
because so many of its leading activists have 
extensive criminal pedigrees. 

Party leader Anders Steen, for example, is a 
convicted insurance fraudster. The ND brings 
together suit-and-tie racists and Hitler fans with 
street louts, drunken brawlers, Nazi veterans and 
a notoriously violent Action Squad. 


GERMANY 

National Democratic Party (NPD) 

Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, and John Tyndall, the 

party’s founder, travel to Germany to visit the Nazi 

NPD. Tyndall is a friend of Manfred Roeder, a 

German Nazi terrorist killer who stands in 

elections as an NPD candidate. The: NPD openly 

wants to establish a new Nazi Reich and sings the 
praises of Hitler’s 
murderous SS and his 
deputy, Rudolf Hess. 
The NPD also believes that 
al-Qaeda’s terrorist atrocities 
of 11 September 2001 
were justified. The NPD is so 
anti-democratic and Nazi 
that the German authorities 
want to ban it and scores of 
NPD members have 
convictions for violence and 
terror. The party claims the 
wartime allies against Hitler 
— yes, British troops — were 
war criminals. 
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Don’t let racism win 
Use your vote 


s', What a difference 


By Mike Luft 


HERE IN OLDHAM we face a major challenge from the 
British National Party fascists. The redrawing of 
electoral boundaries means that each voter will have 
three votes in the municipal elections. In spite of the 
abject failure of BNP councillors in Burnley voters may 
still be tempted to waste one of their votes on the BNP. 

Our campaign is essentially a local one dealing with 
questions of immediate interest to our town. It involves 
local activists explaining the true nature of the BNP in 
the local paper, the Oldham Evening Chronicle, as well as 
leafleting and discussion. Leafleting, which takes place 
at least once a week with material of local interest, gives 
us an excellent opportunity to expose the distortions of 
the BNP and discuss them with the community. We are 
receiving an increasingly positive response. 

We are also encouraging the local political parties to 
follow the excellent lead given in the recent Failsworth 
by-election in which the Labour candidate (now 
councillor) worked closely with us and confronted the 
BNP head on. This resulted in tactical voting against 
the fascists and an increased majority for Labour. 

Our sister organisation Oldham Women Against 
Racism has recently helped to organise Oldham’s 
biggest International Women’s Day celebration, which 
was an outstanding success in bringing women of many 
different ethnicities together from all over the borough. 
They have also produced a multilingual leaflet aimed at 
encouraging women to use their votes against the BNP. 

Oldham United Against Racism together with the 
trades council are also actively involved in defending 


a campaign makes 


asylum seekers in alliance with Oldham Unity - 
Committee to Defend Asylum Seekers, The One World 
Centre and St Patrick’s Catholic church. We are also 
working to put on an expanded “diversity” event, which 
we pioneered so successfully last year, with groups 
representing our varied communities. 

The Oldham Chronicle ran a series of anti-racist 
editorials criticising the BNP. In addition it is now 
carrying positive articles about our African-Caribbean 
and Asian communities. What a welcome change from 
three years ago! 

Our strategy is based on being an integral part of 
the community and closely committed to our town. 
This policy has slowly but surely begun to change 
attitudes. People are beginning to understand that 
BNP councillors have nothing to offer and would 
adversely affect the investment and economic and 
social development of our town. 

Our local activity is also coupled with the national 
initiative of Unite Against Fascism in campaigning 
against the BNP in the European elections. Together we 
are reducing the possibilities of success for the odious 
BNP. This brings me to the fact that Oldham smells 
sweeter since the departure of Tony Wentworth, BNP 
youth organiser and Redwatch tout, for pastures anew. 

We are determined to make our town a better place 
for us all. Things are changing for the better in Oldham 
and they will change more quickly with the defeat of 
the BNP. One thing is certain: we are committed to our 
town come what may and we will not desert it. 


Wakefield BNP leader John Aveyard 
has admitted to The Wakefield 
Express that his members do photo- 
graph and intimidate members of the 
public who dare to speak out against 
the poison of the BNP. His statement 
contradicts the party leadership’s 
official line. 

Aveyard’s admission came after he 
and ten BNP heavies tried unsuccessfully 
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to get into a meeting held by local people 
as a rallying call against the BNP 

Dejected BNP members from around 
the Wakefield region then proceeded to 
harass and abuse everyone who entered 
or left the town hall and several took 
photographs. 

Local children were visibly distressed 
by the level of abuse that they 
encountered after leaving the meeting 


and some people were quick to 
condemn the BNP and their thuggish 
behaviour. 

Aveyard admitted that some BNP 
members were taking photographs and 
named Alex Scott and Dean Crossland 
as the culprits. 

So we thank Aveyard for his frank 
admission and wait for the expulsions 
of his two friends from the BNP! 
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The BNP’s election formula 


By Steve Silver 


It all started with “Rights for Whites”. This was the 
British National Party campaign that propelled chief 
steward Derek Beackon into the national limelight in 
September 1993 when he was elected to Tower 
Hamlets council in Millwall ward on the Isle of Dogs, 
East London. 

The story made national — and international — news. 
Most people believed that Britain simply did not elect 
fascists; it was a continental disease. After all, there 
was little precedent for it. But Beackon, an inarticulate 
and unlikely political pioneer, made history with his 
racist breakthrough. 


Rights for Whites 

The BNP campaign itself was simple. A combination of 
material addressing local issues plus a twist on racism that 
portrayed white people as victims ensured a slim victory at 
the by-election. 

They argued that they weren't against black people, but 
‘for white people, the silent majority who supposedly had 
nobody to represent them. And the Isle of Dogs offered rich 
pickings in terms of local issues which the BNP could exploit 
and add on a racial angle. The biggest issue was housing, 
where it appeared to many locals that Bangladeshi families 
were receiving preferential treatment. 

The truth about housing in the area was that it 
was allocated on a needs basis, the homeless getting 
first priority. There was a lower proportion of Bangaleshi 
families on the Isle of Dogs than in the rest of the 
borough but a borough-wide housing allocation policy 
increased the number of Bangladeshis who were housed 
there. This created the appearance of an influx of outsiders. 

So the BNP was able to portray itself as a party that stood 
up for local people (whites), while the Labour councillors did 
nothing. It engaged itself in community politics where the 
mainstream parties at that point were ineffective. 

In an area where 75% of the households had an income 
of less than £7,000 a year, where as well as housing 
problems there were too few primary school places, it’s not 
surprising that many people said they cast their ballot for 
the BNP as a “protest vote”. 

But the BNP didn’t have it all its own way, Once Beackon 
was elected it squandered the opportunity. He was a 
diabolical representative and incoherent. And crucially, there 
was a successful anti-fascist mobilisation against him 
which saw to it that he only served until the following May. 
But the BNP had won Millwall with local campaigning on the 
doorstep and it was a lesson the party has not forgotten. 


Rights for Whites revisited 

It took a number of years and a leadership and image 
change in the BNP for it to win another election, but 
nevertheless BNP election campaigns in the recent past 
have all echoed the Beackon campaign. The BNP feels it 
has found a formula that works and on the back of it 
the fascist party now has some 17 councillors on a number 
of councils. 

Because local issues are often the crucial element, the 
precise nature of the BNP campaign changes from place to 
place. But there is one constant: there is always someone 
to blame. In some areas the BNP operates on pretty similar 
lines as in the original Beackon campaign, arguing that 


local Asian people are getting preferential treatment. 

But what is perhaps most interesting is the result in last 
year’s local election in Broxbourne, Hertfordshire, where the 
BNP got a higher proportion of the vote than anywhere else 
in Britain. This is a place that can best be described as well- 
to-do, with very few non-white people and no asylum 
seekers. Yet it seems that asylum was the issue that 
concerned local people so much that nearly half of those 
who voted, voted fascist. 

Interestingly, in areas such as Kent where there had been 
demonstrations against asylum seekers the BNP failed to 
get anywhere near the Hertfordshire vote. It is clear that 
what causes people to vote BNP are not objective factors 
such as the actual number of asylum seekers or Asian 
people in an area. 


Racism as a world view 

Racism has been made respectable by the tabloid press 
and the Government with their constant denouncements of 
asylum seekers and “illegal” immigrants. Because it is 
generally unacceptable to be crudely racist, code words are 
used instead. Now racism comes under the guise of 
concern about “Islam” and “asylum seekers”. 

What this does is it acts as a diversion from any real 
solution to local problems. The racism that gets BNP 
councillors elected is a racism that offers a world view, an 
explanation for how things are. Asylum seekers, Muslims, 
Asians are scapegoats for all the ills of society. 

And the reason that the BNP can do well in places where 
there are few non-whites as well as places where there has 
been real racial tension is precisely because the racism 
operates as an alternative ideology to that put forward by 
the other political parties. 

After all, even after virtually all of Poland’s Jews were 
wiped out by the Nazis, antisemitism is still a real force 
inside that country. It has nothing to do with the actual 
presence of Jews themselves. And just as antisemitism 
doesn’t need Jews, racism doesn't necessarily need black 
people. . 

What will ultimately defeat the BNP is not our campaigns 
against racism and fascism, as important as they are. It is 
addressing the local issues ourselves and demonstrating 
what the real solutions are. 

Derek Beackon was defeated by local community activity 
on a number of fronts that finally addressed people’s 
concerns as well as mobilising as large an anti-BNP vote 
as possible. 

The kind of activity that united the unions, church and 
cross-party activists in local community campaigning — as 
against single issue anti-fascism campaigning — in order to 
cut the ground from the fascists is nothing new. This was 
exactly how the British Union of Fascists was decisively 
defeated in the 1930s in East London by organisations 
such as the Stepney Tenants Defence League. 

Over the coming month we need to throw all our energies 
into defeating the BNP on 10 June. However, we have to 
remember that a long term victory against racism and 
fascism will only come about through sustained local 
political activity that addresses people’s real concerns and 
shows that those who label themselves anti-fascists are not 
simply single issue campaigners but true champions of the 
people — even those they don’t always agree with. 
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with the feeling that a village somewhere was missing 
its idiot. 

Maybe the main attraction was his family connections. 
His brother Barry has long been an activist on the 
furthest extremes of the far right, first in British 
Movement, the mob that succeeded Colin Jordan’s 
National Socialist Movement, and later in the National 
Front and BNP, with some excursions on demonstrations 
in the company of Combat 18 thugs. Their mother was a 
successful activist in the old NF. 

You would think that any candidate with nothing 
to hide would grab any opportunity to speak to the 
media but not Roberts, who is turning down all offers. 
Might there be something about US connections many 
years ago that is worrying him? 

You don’t have to look any further for another example 
of how not to handle the media than Dr Stuart “damp 
squib” Russell, alias Dr Phil Edwards, the BNP’s 
increasingly volatile press officer. He has gone from 

ee being just plain rude to menacing journalists and TV 

producers who approach him. 
Journalists on The Mirror, in East Anglia and at ITV 
News ] Om the SEWeTS have told us he has threatened and abused them and 
they are just a small sample. If you want to see him 
launch himself like one of the rockets he lets off in his 
other life as an organiser of firework displays, just try 

using his real name. 

ie soi Back in London the BNP was unable to find a credible 
candidate for Mayor and fell back on postman Julian 
Leppert, a man still in search of some policies. Equally 


weak is the BNP’s number one on the London-wide list 








At aE = 


hs for the London Assembly elections, Jason Douglas. 
Regular readers will recall Douglas standing in 2002 in 

a local council election in Hainault ward in Redbridge. 

He does not live there, but is well known in an area 

where racial violence is commonplace and where the 

local school is the only one in Redbridge, a borough with 

No chance a very good educational record, that has problems 


with some pretty nasty youngsters. 


we 
in London Perhaps Douglas, who like the rest of his party 
of thugs and criminals stands on a law and order ticket, 
says BAP has notions of trying to get these youngsters back 
ce on the straight and narrow by taking them along to 
candidate a football match, where they could hang out with 
convicted football hooligans like himself. 
CHRIS ROBERTS, the British No wonder Douglas told a TV company that he had “no 
National Party's top-of-the- chance of winning anything in the London Assembly 
list European’ election elections”. Perhaps that’s why he decided not to turn 
candidate in London, is a_ up for ITV’s weekly London news programme on Sunday 
strange fellow. The BNP 18 April. 
describes him as a family The election campaign is throwing up a few old faces 
man from Lewisham but fails from the BNP’s nazi heydays and a small number of 
to mention that he does not newer faces dressed up in suits, who are willing to 
even live in the capital but seize any chance of TV coverage by chasing after TV 
out in leafy Essex. crews to places where they are likely to be reporting 
A former wheeler dealer news. So when the Prime Minister called a summit 
in the insurance industry, meeting at Downing Street on immigration and asylum 
Roberts took early last month, half a dozen BNP activists were on hand. 
retirement a couple of years A man calling himself Richard Barnbrook, described as 
ago to come to the aid of the BNP’s London coordinator, said a few words. 
the party as its London and But who is he? Looking back through past issues of 
Essex organiser. Spearhead, the monthly magazine published by John 
The BNP’s London Tyndall, founder and former leader of the BNP we found 
activists have been less a Richard Brook described as the Bexley and Lewisham 
than kind to him. On one organiser in 2001, and yes it’s the same dude. So why 
e occasion they complained is he so worried about his real name, whatever that 
Chris Roberts: the BNP peiteien that they had been might be, coming out? Perhaps he is a civil servant or in 
who refuses to speak to the media promised a great leader by some other profession in which exposure as a BNP 
’ Nick Griffin, only to be left organiser would do him no good at all. 
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Old nazis and racial purists 
The BNP’s decision to field candidates for the European 
Parliament in Scotland next month has caused the 
fascists some difficulties. At first Scott McLean, the vice 
chair of the BNP, was listed as the top candidate on the 
list. Within no time he was dumped into second place 
because they had found themselves a family man with a 
university degree to take the lead. 

Unfortunately the BNP failed to check into Steve 
Blake's long past in far-right politics. While a student in 
1984, he operated a box number for Aurora Promotions, 
which imported hardline political and paramilitary 
material from the USA. The box number led back to his 
father’s address in Ipswich. But when Searchlight tried to 
discuss Blake's shortcomings with dad we got short 
shrift as he appeared to be strongly sympathetic to his 
son's extremist views and activities. 

According to the BNP website Blake was a qualified 
master brewer but left the industry in 1994. Perhaps he 
was unable to organise the proverbial drinking party in 
a brewery. 

At number 3 on the list is an upper crust nazi 
sympathiser with a long history of connections with 
racial purity theorists. Alastair Harper from 
Dunfermline helped the Northern League, an 
international nazi set-up that included former officers 
in Himmler’s murderous SS, in the late 1950s to the early 
1970s. The founder and organiser of the Northern 
League at that time was Roger Pearson, who has lived in 
the USA for many years and once had the ear of 
President Reagan. 

Harper dropped off the semi-public scene but 
reappeared at an international seminar in February 
1990 organised by the sinister Scorpion and Iona groups 
hosted by Griffin's old flat mate Michael Walker. 

In 2001 Harper stood as a United Kingdom 
Independence Party candidate in Fife. It turned out that 
he had been hiding out in the Tory party for several years. 

After recent press exposures of the former well heeled 
teacher in the Fife media, he announced that his role as 
a BNP candidate was too much for his 43-year-old 
daughter to bear so he was resigning as a candidate and 


from the party. Then came the shocking news that local ' 


Tories had pronounced that they would love to him as 
their candidate. Over to you Michael Howard. 


Political soldier back in the fold 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, heads the European 
candidates’ list in the North West region, where he seems 
to think he has the best chance of being elected. Behind 
him at no 7 is Richard Chadfield, who presumably has 
kissed and made up with his boss. 





His puff on the BNP website describes him as “a worker 
for the nationalist cause since 1978”. Not for the BNP note. 
We well recall Chadfield as an NF official in the North West in 
1987 when, under the influence of the convicted Italian 
terrorist Roberto Fiore, the NF went completely off even the 
far-right political rails and renamed itself the Political Soldiers. 

After Griffin published an edition of the party newspaper 
National Front News with a front page proclaiming the “New 
Alliance”, illustrated by pictures of the black extremist 
nationalist Louis Farrakhan, the Iranian religious fanatic 
Ayatollah Khomeini and their Libyan friend Colonel Gaddafi, 
Chadfield and the Manchester NF branch wrote to the 
Political Soldiers’ leadership refusing to sell it. 

Still, when you’re hard up for decent candidates anyone 
will do. 


A tale of two BNP editors 


John Bean, the veteran fascist editor who has been given 
the thankless task of trying to make the party’s monthly 
journal Identity readable, dropped his guard in its 
February edition. 

Last month we reported that Julie Russell, who has 
now emerged as the no 2 European Parliamentary 
candidate in the South East, had written in Identity that 
that the BNP was not anti-European but “for us 
‘European’ also means ‘White’”. We did not then have 
space for Bean's slight chastisement of her view in an 
editor's comment. 

Bean, who in his autobiography has gone to great 
lengths to explain that he has never been a nazi, told 
Russell, who is indeed Dr Russell’s daughter, that it was 
the blood that really counts. Move over Himmler and 
Dr Mengele, here we are into the realms of hardline 
nazi eugenics and not an inch away from Harper's old 
Northern League. 

While Identity is looking a bit more like a real 
magazine, because Bean was a professional commercial 
editor in his time, Martin Wingfield, who is standing as 
the no 2 European election candidate in the North West, 
still has a very long way to go with his tatty monthly 
newssheet The Voice of Freedom. 

Wingfield, who is ever so touchy about a long ago 
conviction on the South Coast, seems to have been 
handed a bit extra out of the huge amounts of money 
the BNP leadership claims -to be raising (or rather 
conning) from members. Last month the BNP launched 
a four-page colour election broadsheet, Freedom from 
the EU. (Eat your heart out Wingfield, wait until you 
see more than a million of our 12-page colour " 
election special hitting the streets before 
the election.) 

As if the additional dosh had done 
something to Wingfield’s already overtaxed 
brain, the key story in the broadsheet claimed 
that eight million Gypsies living in Romania 
and Bulgaria would have the right to come to 
Britain when the two countries join the EU in 
2007. After generations of persecution and 
being victims of Hitler’s Final Solution there 
are barely that number in the whole of Europe. 

On the back page, under the headline “Meet 
the Europigs” the BNP claimed that the sole 
aim of New Labour, Lib-Dems and 
Conservatives was “to get their snouts in a 
Eurotrough full of British taxpayers’ money”. 
The same as what Griffin admitted in a BNP 
members’ bulletin was the BNP’s motive in 
standing for the European elections, then. 








by Gerry 
Gable 


Steve Blake: 
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Born to the 
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Russell, 
daughter of 
the party's 
volatile press 
officer 
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them as no different from the Nazis. 

He said: “I saw some horrific sights during the war, 
especially at prisoner-of-war camps. But despite his 
experience of war he is proud to have stood up against 
fascism. 

“‘T don't see myself as a hero, I am just one of many 
who stood up for what is right. The Nazis had to be 
defeated for the sake of every single decent person on 
this planet.” 

But 60 years after the end of the war, Charlie is 
becoming increasingly concerned about the presence 
of the BNP in his own country. 

And he feels people should again stand shoulder to 
shoulder to stop the far right from gaining a foothold in 
society. 

He added: “When you think that as a country we 
fought so hard against the Nazis and so many people 
suffered so much, it is sickening to see people with 
similar views in our own communities. 

“There is no difference between the BNP and the Nazis. 

With the BNP set to field candidates in the European 
elections Charlie insists it is more important than ever 
to reject the fascists. 

But he believes the people of Liverpool will reject the 
BNP just as they rejected the last fascist leader to visit 
the city more than six decades ago. 





AWAR HERO who served his country with honour during 
the Second World War has compared the BNP to the Nazis. 
Charlie Crute, 81, earned the Atlantic and Burma Stars 
for service during the conflict. As a sailor in the Royal 
Navy from the age of 17 he fought bravely for his country. 
But today he stands firm against the BNP, describing 


“I can remember Oswald Mosley coming to Liverpool 
at the height of the blackshirts scare but all he ended up 
getting was a brick thrown at his head as he stood by 
Walton Hospital. 

“The people of Liverpool stood firm against fascism 
then and I hope and believe they will do so again.” 





YOUNGSTERS from across Merseyside 
have been learning all about the 
dangersof extremism. 

Hundreds of schoolchildren have 
visited the remains of the infamous Nazi 
concentration camps at Auschwitz and 
Birkenau. The trips are organised by Nigel 
Flanagan, chair of the North West branch 
of Unison, who believes exposing 
youngsters to the harsh historical realities 
of extremism provides them with an 
invaluable lesson on the dangers of 
fascism. 

He said: “The visit to Auschwitz was by 
far the most meaningful and significant of 
the project. Young and old alike were very 
moved and incredibly disturbed by what 
we saw and learnt. Many people were 
moved to tears. 

“The project has achieved some of its 
aims already. All sorts of local people 
have got involved, in particular the young 
people who produced their own 
educational programme and video. 

“A link with Holocaust survivors has 
been made in a community that might 
not have had it otherwise.” 

One young person will never forget 
what she saw. 

“You think you know about the 
Holocaust but nothing can prepare you 
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SCHOOLS LEARN THE LESSON OF HISTORY 


for what you actually see,” said 15-year- 
old Stacey. “The glass case with the baby 
clothes in was upsetting as was being in 
a gas chamber where you know 
thousands of people have died. 

“The trip is educational for young people 
as it shows how far people will go just 
because other people are different.” 


Paul, 16, agrees. “I found the whole trip - 


educational and could not believe that 
these people were killed just because they 
were mainly Jewish. Young people and 
adults can learn a great deal about racism 
and oppression from visiting the camps. 























































“| have not been able to stop talking 
about it since | came home and will 
continue to do so.” 

The BNP have been trying to get a 
foothold in Sefton, where the majority of 
the children come from, for years. 
Despite being continually rebuffed at the 
region’s polling booths they will be 
looking for support again this year. 

That is why Mr Flanagan believes the 
twice-yearly trip to the scene of such 
horrors is so vital as a way of raising 
awareness of the path that can be taken 
by those who live to hate. 


LIVING WITH 
NAZI MURDER 


ALTAF ARIF knows better than most people what happens when 
right-wing extremists get a foothold in Bradford. In 1981, when Altaf 
was only one year old, his father was murdered by a Nazi activist. 

Taxi-driver Mohammed Arif had picked up a fare from a pub. His 
passenger turned out to be local Nazi Thomas Allen, who stabbed 
Arif to death in a horrific and senseless attack. 

This sickening, race-hate murder left two young children to grow 
up without a dad. 

“Growing up without my father was hard on both myself and my 
brother as we would always wonder what it would be like if we had 
a dad like most of our friends,” Altaf remembers. 

“It was especially hard on my mum considering that she had 
only been married for three years when she lost my dad. However 
she always brought us up to respect people no matter what their 
racial background was and not to be judgemental. My view is that 
just because a person has suffered racism it does not mean that 
they become a racist.” 

Thirty years ago, when the National Front brought their thuggish 
politics to Bradford, racist attacks became commonplace. 
The recent arrival of the BNP - formed out of the NF - is a chilling 
reminder to Altaf of those times ... and of where the politics of hate 
can lead. 

Today, Altaf is a prominent campaigner against racism and 
Nazism. Actually Altaf does far more, he is prominent in voluntary 
work and campaigns to make our city better. In 2001 Altaf received 
the Young People’s Volunteer of the Year Award for his dedication 
(mainly working with white ex-offenders). Altaf is a model citizen 
whom Bradford should be proud of. 

“It would be wrong of me to deny that we have a problem with 
some young Asian males. However for 
every young Asian that has a bad attitude, 
we have ten who are good, law-abiding 
citizens. As a person who regards himself 
as a Bradfordian it would sadden me to see 
the Nazi BNP get a foothold in my city. 
I appeal to all decent folk of Bradford that 
we say no to the racists as they only plan to 
divide and destroy our city.” 





Mohammed Arif murderedi Thomas Allen in 1984 







Anyone who doubts just 
how low the BNP would 
stoop to gain votes could 
try asking the Houstons. 
The grieving family in 
Blackburn, Lancashire 
have bravely spoken out 
and condemned the BNP 
for exploiting the death of 
their daughter. 

Young Amy Houston was 
run over last year by a 
disqualified driver who 
happened to be an asylum 
seeker. The BNP recently 
used this tragedy in a leaflet 
that has gone to homes in 
Pendle, turning the tragedy 





Grieving family’s 
fury at BNP claim 












into yet another attack on 
asylum seekers for cheap 
publicity purposes. They 
had not made any attempt 
to contact the family 
beforehand, let alone ask 
their permission. 

Worst of all, even when 
the family did express their 
outrage at this shameless 
exploitation, the BNP 
could see nothing wrong 
with what it had done. 
A spokesman for the BNP 
said that Amy’s death was 
public knowledge and the 
BNP could use it in any 
way it wanted. 


















Working together 


A CHURCH-LED GROUP is 
about to launch an awareness 
campaign in Pendle to highlight 
the difficulties faced by asylum 
seekers. 

The Asylum Seekers and 
Refugee Support Group, led 
by Sally Thomas, believes that 
there has never been a 
greater urgency to address 
the misconceptions towards 
asylum seekers. 

The main function of the 
group is a twice weekly drop-in 
centre. “This offers friendship, 
assistance in legal matters 
and even food,” says Sally. 


“Many of the asylum 
seekers feel very vulnerable 
and isolated and they need all 
the support they can get.” 

The group is now developing 
a new campaigning agenda. 
“We will be using the 
forthcoming Refugee Week to 
launch greater awareness into 
the issues facing asylum 
seekers,” say Sally. 

“The number of asylum 
seekers in Pendle is dropping 
but there is still a lot of work 
to be done. There are just so 
many misconceptions that 
need to be challenged.” 





John Martin was a BNP organiser 
in the North East until recently 
but now he wants nothing to do 
with them. 

“| joined the BNP because | was a 
patriot and was worried about what 
was happening to our country,” he 
told friends. “I thought the BNP was 
something new but how wrong | was.” 

Martin became the Sunderland 
BNP organiser last May and got the 
party’s highest local vote in the 
council elections. He became so 
important in the BNP that he 
regularly met leader Nick Griffin. 
Many thought he was set to become 








the first BNP councillor in the city. 
But now that is not going to 
happen. “I believed their propaganda 
that they had changed. | thought that 
they were now respectable. But in 
private they are still obsessed with 
Jews and are die-hard racists.” 
Martin fell out with the party after 
witnessing a BNP member sexually 
harass a woman. He disciplined the 
man but his party bosses overruled 
him and told him to stay silent. 
“There is no way you accept that 
sort of behaviour,” he has told 
friends. “What does that say about 
the party?” 
























He has since been threatened 
with violence but he is deter- 
mined not to be intimidated. 

Martin joined the BNP 
because he was disillusioned | 
with politics and wanted 
change. Sadly he has had to 
learn the hard way about the 
true nature of the BNP “lI 
suddenly realised what these \ 
people stood for and | wanted no 
part in it” 

John Martin will not be voting 
BNP in June. He has seen 
them close up and walked 
away. 
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DEATH-RATTLE 


OF AFASCIST PARTY 


When will 
they be 
prosecuted 
for the filthy 
lies on this 
latest NF 
sticker? 


By Matthew Collins 


he National Front returned to the news for the first 
Te: in a long while in April, with several of the 

national dailies reporting on a sudden upsurge in 
activity, if not interest, in the NE 

Stung by criticism from and defections to both the 
British National Party and the White Nationalist Party’s 
parliamentary face, England First, led by former NF 
leading light Mark “Chi-Chi” Cotterill, the NF’s Terry 
Blackham once more put himself in the front line in the 
absence of any other troops to lead into oblivion. 

First port of call for the national press was the derisory 
nine votes cast in Aberdeen for the NF’s football hooligan 
candidate for law and order. Some people are asking for 
the returning officer to look into the signatures collected 
for the nomination papers; 12 signatures are required 
and it would not be the first time an NF candidate has 
filled in a few himself in the absence of willing or gullible 
residents of the chosen ward to endorse a nazi party to 
stand. Surely the date of the election was not lost on 
Christopher Sean Willet, the NF’s rotund candidate for 
Queen’s Cross. His nine votes came on April Fool’s Day. 
That's nearly as big a humiliation as the time Miss 
Whiplash gave the NF a sound thrashing. 

Undeterred as ever, Blackham led a group of 50 
demonstrators over the Easter weekend in a counter 
demonstration against the notorious Muslim Cleric Abu 
Hamza, in north London. Abu Hamza holds Friday 
prayers in the street outside Finsbury Park mosque, which 
is barred to him. The NF had clearly taken full advantage 
of the schools being closed for Good Friday because there 
were barely enough people there old enough to form a 
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drinking party, let alone a political party. 

Certain members have been asking serious and 
searching questions about the future of the NE Stung by 
the revelations regarding the party's dwindling funds 
and membership and in light of another appalling 
electoral showing, Blackham is clearly desperate to hold 
together what is left of the NF and his political career. 
Should the NF finally crumble, which could depend on 
how well the BNP does in June, Blackham will not even 
have the benefit of large wads of cash to fall back onto 
like so many other NF leaders have in the past, nor 
would he be welcome in the BNP or the WNP. 

The NF’s successful (because it actually went ahead) 
march in Newcastle behind police lines a week later and 
the hundred marchers it attracted did seem to breathe 
some further life into the party, even if the idea of 
Blackham being billed as the NF’s top speaker at the 
rally afterwards is slightly comical if not a symptom of 
the party’s further decline. Again, the number of youths 
still of school age attending NF marches is disturbing 
given the history of past senior NF figures and their 
penchant for young members. 

Blackham claims to be pleased at the sporadic new life 
generated whenever the NF tries to raise its public 
profile with provocative activities. But privately he has 
admitted he is aware, because it has been pointed out to 
him, that these youngsters can provide neither the drive 
nor the leadership that party loyalists are desperately 
holding out for. Before John Tyndall’s reinstatement in 
the BNP some members outside Blackham’s grip on 
London were pushing for the former BNP leader to 
make a return to the NE even if only to act as a 
figurehead. It is a measure of how far the NF has fallen in 
the past six or seven years that Tyndall would rather 
continue to be humiliated and pillaried in the new-look 
BNP than head a party that makes the violent, thuggish 
version of the BNP that Tyndall led in the late 180s and 
early 1990s look seemingly respectable by comparison. 

The current chair of the NE the loyal and longstanding 
Tom Holmes, has become increasingly and obviously 
absent and appears to be ill at ease on NF activities, even 
if he is rarely called upon to attend or address them. The 
push for Tyndall’s return has come from disaffected BNP 
hardliners who have flirted with the NF but have become 
disillusioned by the quality of the NF’s party apparatus. 

As Searchlight goes to press, Blackham is preparing to 
return his troops to Bermondsey for a St George’s Day 
Parade for the second year running. The apparent lack 
of interest from the London Mayor's office in putting on 
any event to mark the day, the growth in interest in the 
nation’s patron saint since the rugby world cup, and the 
Bermondsey location, scene of past NF riots, could just 
allow the NF a few more headlines before it is finally put 
out of its misery once and for all. Perhaps given his 
wealth of experience on the matter, Tyndall might wish 
to let the NF know what is wrong with its latest sticker. 
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Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 
& A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 
| Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 


® Special rates on training and educational materials. 
& New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 


Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 
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Trade union activists’ network 


As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Trade Union activists’ network 


Union 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 





Contact name 















































Position Position 
Address Address 

Postcode Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) Telephone (h) 
Email (w) 
Affiliation rates per year: Fax 
Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more Mobile 
than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 

Email 


Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 


PO Box 1576, Ilford IGS ONG m Tel 020 7681 8660 wm Fax 020 7681 8650 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com m www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Searchlight Fighting Fund 


There is no let-up in our campaign to defeat the 
BNP. In the run-up to the 2003 local elections we 
worked with locally based anti-fascist and anti- 
racist groups defending towns and cities against 
the fascist threat. We helped them produce 
thousands of local leaflets and published 
400,000 copies of our special edition Searchlight 
newspaper. We could not have done this without 
the generous support of trade unions. 

The BNP now has 17 councillors. There is a 
huge amount of work to be done if that number 
is to be reduced rather than grow next year. 

And it is essential that the campaign is waged 

all year round. We urgently need to build a solid 
financial base to continue and extend our 
campaigning work. Trade unionists are the 
backbone of anti-fascist and anti-racist work — 
please support the Searchlight Fighting Fund now. 


We are asking trade unions at national, regional 
and branch level to donate to the campaign. 
We are also asking individual trade unionists to 
make donations and/or commit to a monthly 
standing order. Please help us to build and 
continue the work. Together we will win! 





Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


Name 





Union 





Address 





Postcode 











I enclose my donation of £ 





(Please make cheques payable to Searchlight Fighting Fund) 














Please debit my account with the sum of £ 
immediately and monthly thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
Please complete the following (all sections must be completed) 


Your bank name and address 








Post code 





Your account no Sort code 





Pay Searchlight Fighting Fund (account no 81322729, sort code 
40-17-45) HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford CM2 OLH 


Signature Date 





Please complete all parts of this form and return it to Searchlight 
Fighting Fund PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. Please do not send it 
direct to your bank. 





4éSearchlight has done a tremendous job tracking the activities of the far right and providing that 
information for the movement. Searchlight is now producing information for and supporting communities, 
and working jointly with trade unions. This is a very effective strategy.?? Kevin Curran General Secretary GMB 
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THE CHALLENGE FOR 


THE MEDIA REPORTING 
THE FAR RIGHT 





By Tim Lezard 

There are two challenges facing the media when it 
comes to the far right: the professional challenge of 
reporting the British National Party, and the personal 
challenge of avoiding getting your head kicked in and 
your house firebombed by racists. 

This is a very real threat confronting journalists across 
the UK. In February the BNP held a demonstration 
outside the offices of the National Union of Journalists, 
ostensibly accusing the media of being racist against 
whites (yes, really!), but in reality attacking media 
freedom and democracy whilst attempting to intimidate 
journalists who expose the racist truth behind the BNP’s 
new-found “respectable” facade. 

The 37 BNP supporters outside our London 
headquarters were easily outnumbered by almost 300 
anti-fascists on the other side of the street, but the 
odds are not always that favourable to us. A journalist 
leaving the office on their own after work is an easy 
target and if they are followed home, their family 
becomes a target too. The BNP knows this and in 
declaring “open season” on our members, it is not 
scared of letting us know they know. 

The most high profile target is our General Secretary, 
Jeremy Dear, who has received death threats delivered to 
his home address, warning him: “We know all about you 
and your scum friends. We will act on that information.” 

Several of Dear’s “scum friends” — our members — are 
included on the nazi Redwatch website and have been 
threatened and intimidated. To give an example: in Leeds, 
a dossier prepared by journalists is being investigated by 
police after the Yorkshire Evening Post ran an anti-BNP 
campaign in the run-up to last year’s local elections. 

The local BNP media officer sent an email to the 
paper, warning: “We know who and where you are’. 
On the same day Redwatch published an appeal for the 
address of one journalist, stating: “He will go quiet when 
he realises his family is more important than his 
politics”. Days later an address was published — one the 
journalist had left years ago - and the police were 
alerted to warn the present occupant. 

At the same time BBC North hired two minders to 
protect one of its journalists when he covered a court 
case involving a National Front activist who had been 
leafleting local schoolchildren. 

But why pick on journalists? And why target the NUJ 
headquarters, where there is only one practising 
journalist — the editor of the union’s magazine — rather 
than a newspaper or broadcaster where there would be 
hundreds? 

The answer, I believe, is because the BNP like all 
fascist organisations, hates trade unions and by 
directing their venom at the journalists’ union, they are 
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attempting to kill two birds with one stone. 

The true motives behind their offensive is revealed in 
a new tactic designed further to intimidate journalists. 
Apparently unsanctioned by the party leadership, BNP 
election candidate Jay Lee is suing for libel two 
journalists, both NUJ members, who reported on his 
expulsion from the train drivers’ union ASLEE He claims 
that being called a racist in the articles might result in 
people viewing him as a “vile individual”. 

Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, and his henchmen see 
this as a test case and are keeping a close eye on 
developments because victory for Lee would have a 
severe impact on press freedom and restrict journalists : 
from doing their job. 

This, of course, is what the BNP wants: a timid media 
too scared to ask awkward questions and too scared to 
probe too deeply into BNP politics and the criminal 
background of its members. 

By doing this they spread their net wider than NUJ 
activists who oppose them; they engulf all journalists, 
regardless of their political persuasion, targeting them 
simply for doing their job. 

Unlike other anti-fascist campaigners who choose to 
take on the BNP, the element of choice for us is removed. 
Of course, there are many journalists who make the 
personal choice too, but there are others who will want 
to ignore the politics and just get on with their job. 

All journalists have written stories with which they 
personally disagree — professional impartiality is part of the 
job — but a.decent journalist will sniff out a story at 100 
paces. If that story involves the BNP they are aware that just 
by writing it they are placing themselves in the firing line. 

This is because we have no hiding place. Personally, 
our photographs often appear alongside our names in 
newspapers, on websites for radio stations and, of 
course, on air for television reporters. Professionally, our 
work is placed in the public domain, either in print or on 
the airwaves, and this is why we pose such a colossal 
threat to the BNP whose lies are exposed to a much 
wider audience than those reached by activists 
distributing leaflets. 

And don't they know it? Here’s a message referring to a 
journalist at the Yorkshire Evening Post: “We need to find 
this reporter fast. If we can scare this c*** off then we 
might get an easier time instead of being slagged off and 
made to look a bunch of muppets.” 

They hope that by silencing the media, they will 
silence their sternest critics. But they reckoned without 
the strength and determination of the NUJ. At our 
annual conference at the end of March, our members 
defiantly refused to give in to threats and refused to back 
down from writing the truth about the far right. 

But we did more than this: we also instructed our 


members to adhere to the union's reporting guidelines 
when covering far-right organisations, and called for a 
conscience clause to be included in contracts, 
protecting journalists who refuse to write racist stories. 

We did this because we recognise the second 
challenge facing the media is much closer to home. 
Perhaps in the year marking the 20th anniversary of the 
miners’ strike I will be forgiven for saying the challenge 
comes from the “enemy within” - our bosses and the 
media establishment. 

For while the NUJ is doing all it can to douse the race- 
hate flames stoked by the national press, newspaper 
proprietors and the industry’s watchdog, the Press 
Complaints Commission, have other priorities. 

We are only too aware that inflammatory stories about 
asylum seekers in the media have helped the BNP’s 
cause. Indeed, the BNP tell us so themselves, 
brandishing placards at a recent demonstration 
boasting: “Support the BNP, buy the Daily Mail.” 

And in Stoke-on-Trent party activists go canvassing 
armed with a bundle of newspapers, buoyed by the fact 
that asylum issues are seldom off the front pages. 

One BNP supporter admitted: “The press are doing 
our dirty work for us. We can turn up on people's 
doorsteps and they’re already talking about asylum 
seekers because the press has whipped it up to such a 
degree that our politics are now relevant to voters.” 

But if our members had little say in what they write, 
they have even less now. Sickened by the constant flow of 
refugee-bashing stories in their pages, some 70 NUJ 
members at the Daily Express reported their own 
newspaper to the Press Complaints Commission, seeking 
its protection if they were forced to write racist stories. 

The PCC, perhaps unsurprisingly, considering Express 
editor Peter Hill is a member, threw out the request, and 
when we tried another tack, asking the Society of Editors 
to include a Conscience Clause (which would allow 
individuals to refuse to write stories without the threat 
of disciplinary action) into its Code of Practice, this too 
was rejected, effectively telling journalists they will write 
whatever they are told to write. ; 


Sadly, this lack of leadership from the PCC is not 
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unique. A few years ago we reported the Daily Record to 
the PCC over its coverage of asylum issues which, we 
believed, contributed to the murder of asylum seeker 
Firsat Dag in Glasgow. Our complaint was rejected, we 
were solemnly informed, because the complaint was 
registered by a third party (i.e. us), rather than by the 
slain asylum seeker! 

And when, not long after that, the union made a 
complaint about eight consecutive refugee front pages 
in the Daily Express, that too was rejected because the 
inflammatory headlines did not refer to a specific 
individual. 

So this is a battle we are fighting alone, yet with 
huge support from our members who are doing all they 
can to stem the tide of racist coverage. We have instructed 
them to abide by our Code of Conduct, which states: “A 
journalist shall strive to ensure that the information he/she 
disseminates is fair and accurate, avoid the expression of 
comment and conjecture as established fact and 
falsification by distortion, selection or misrepresentation”. 

And we have issued race reporting guidelines which 
urge journalists interviewing representatives of racist 
organisations to challenge and check their claims, not to 
sensationalise their activities and to seek to publish or 
broadcast material exposing the myths and lies of racist 
organisations and their anti-social behaviour. 

We are also strong supporters of the Refugees, Asylum 
Seekers and the Media (RAM) Project, an organisation 
which promotes the responsible reporting of these issues. 

The fight against fascism is one the NUJ is taking 
very seriously. As media professionals we are committed 
to defending press freedom and to promoting fair, 
balanced and accurate reporting. 

And as trade unionists we abhor fascism, not least 
because fascists would close down the very media we are 
seeking to protect. A free press — the freedom to write the 
truth without fear of reprisals - is essential to any 
democracy, and the NUJ will do all in its power to protect 
its members and the media within which they work. 


M@ Tim Lezard is a freelance journalist and Vice President 
of the National Union of Journalists 
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union against 
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Southall 


and the death of Blair Peach 


By David Renton 


wenty-five years ago last month the general 

election campaign was overshadowed by 

fighting between the police and the largely Asian 

population of Southall in west London. In the 
middle of this struggle, a left-wing teacher called Blair 
Peach was killed. The background to the events lay in 
the decision by the far-right National Front to hold an 
election meeting in Southall. The NF had almost no 
supporters in the area but was hoping to gain publicity 
by bulldozing its way through the Asian districts of 
outer London. 

Three years earlier an NF-inspired gang had stabbed 
Gurdip Singh Chaggar in Southall. After the killing, 
John Kingsley Read, leader of the National Party, a 
small group that had split off from the NE remarked, 
“One down, a million to go”. Chaggar’s killers were 
never convicted. The failure of the state to take action 
gave an edge to the later events in Southall. Balwindar 
Rana, a prominent local anti-racist activist, remembers 
reading about the NF meeting in the Ealing Gazette, 
“The news spread like wildfire. People felt very angry 
and insulted.” 

On 18 April, residents met with the Home Secretary 
Merlyn Rees to ask him to ban the NF meeting. 
Rees declined. Instead, the Metropolitan Police was 
instructed to keep the NF meeting open. On Sunday 22 
April, the day before the planned NF meeting, 5,000 
people marched to Ealing Town Hall to protest against 
the NF and hand in a petition signed by 10,000 residents. 
Local workplaces agreed to strike in protest against the 
NE: including Ford Langley, SunBlest bakery, Walls pie 
factory and Quaker Oats. 

Monday 23 April was St George’s Day. Local shops, 
factories and transport closed at 1pm and people began 
to block the road from lunchtime. According to one 
young Asian interviewed by the BBC, “We had to do 
something, the young people. We don't want a situation 
like the East End where our brothers and sisters are 
being attacked every day.” 

By one or two o'clock, Rana recalls, “There were young 
people milling around. A bus went past, with skinheads 
on, making V-signs. Some of the young Asians started to 
fight the skinheads and the police responded by fighting 


___ the Asians. Soon they were charging down the streets.” 


_ One of the most frightening aspects Rana remembers 
_ was the noise of the police drumming their sticks 
against the riot shields. 
By 3.30 in the afternoon the entire town centre 
was closed and the police declared it a “sterile” area, 
“meaning that it was free of anti-racists. Rain had 
begun to fall in buckets, further dampening the mood. 
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Large numbers of people found themselves on the 
wrong side of police barricades. The tension rose 
reaching its peak at around 6pm. 

According to Rana, “The police used horses, they 
drove vans into the crowd fast to push us back. 
They used snatch squads. People rushed back with 
bricks or whatever they could pick up.” The situation 
was now one of chaos. The links between the protesters 
had broken down. Individuals were running into the 
park to hide or sheltering in local homes. 

The police decided to close down the “Peoples Unite” 
building, which anti-fascist demonstrators were using 
as their makeshift headquarters. Those inside were 
given ten minutes to leave. Police officers formed up 
along the stairs and beat people as they tried to escape. 
Tariq Ali, the radical activist, was in the building 
bleeding from his head. Clarence Baker, the pacifist 
manger of Misty and the Roots, was hurt so badly that he 
went into a coma. 

The building itself was so badly damaged by the police 
action that it had to be destroyed afterwards. Officers 
with batons smashed medical equipment, a sound 
system, printing and other items. Jack Dromey, a full- 
time official of the Transport and General Workers’ 
Union, told a later inquiry, “I have never seen such 
unrestrained violence against demonstrators... The 
Special Patrol Group were just running wild.” His view 
was echoed by Dialo Sandu, a Southall resident who 
watched the riot from her garden. “They treated us like 
animals. It’s the first time I would ever speak against the 
police. But I saw what happened with my own eyes.” 

At least three protesters suffered fractured skulls. 
Others were beaten until they lost consciousness. 
Caroline, then an active member of the Anti Nazi 
League in Ealing, spent the night driving between 
Southall and Heathrow. “Many of the Asians kids that 
the police arrested, they beat them up for a bit and then 
they took them out of London. They dropped them in 
the middle of nowhere, on the side of motorways, 
nowhere near telephones or anything. These young kids 
were confused, crying. The police just wanted to 
humiliate them.” 

Perminder Dhillon describes her memories of the day. 
“Around ten, many of us gathered to watch the news 
at a restaurant where Rock Against Racism and Indian 
music had been blaring out all evening, drowning out 
the National Front speakers inside the town hall. 
Their wounds still bleeding, people saw the Commis- 
sioner of Police, the Home Secretary and other ‘experts’ 
on the black community condemning the people of 
Southall for their unprovoked attack on the police! 


As usual, only pictures of injured policemen were shown 
— nothing of the pregnant women being attacked and 
the countless other police assaults.” 

Blair Peach, a schoolteacher and member of the Anti 
Nazi League, was clubbed to death as he sought to 
escape from the fighting. His death took place at around 
8.30pm. He was killed on Beachcroft Avenue, a narrow 
suburban road. Peach had attempted to shelter from 
the police. His body was found towards the end of the 
road on a corner that faced back towards the town hall. 
There was a bed of begonias at the other end of the road. 
The family opposite tried to shelter him, not realising 
that Blair was already dying. We know that an officer 
from the Special Patrol Group (SPG), the force that had 
stormed the Peoples Unite building, hit him on the 
head. Miriam, daughter of Anna, an anti-fascist activist 
from Islington, was attacked on the same road. 

“They were going home. The streets were covered in 
glass. Then they heard a siren. Someone shouted ‘run’. 
They ran into a side alley, then into this garden. They'd 
already seen what the SPG was up to. Six officers with 
truncheons got Miriam in a corner and hit her. She'd 
never known anything like that. When they stopped they 
said, ‘We'll be back for you later’. She had blood 
everywhere. One local Asian family took her in and 
offered her sugary tea. Later she went to the St John’s 
Ambulance. She still gets pains from where they hit her.” 

In the aftermath of Southall the papers swung 
overwhelmingly behind the police. The Daily Express, 
Daily Mail and Daily Telegraph all covered the story as 
their front-page lead. The headlines included, “Battle of 
hate. Election Riot: Police Hurt, 300 arrested”, “300 
held in riot at NF demo” and “300 arrested at poll riot”. 
One edition of the Daily Mail went further in 
deliberately confusing the racists and the anti-racists, 
proclaiming, “Race rioters battle with police army”. 
The press depicted a mixed-race group of young anti- 
racists as violent, aggressive thugs, as much a threat to 
society as the real criminals of the NE 

Yet in the days that followed it slowly became clear 
that the police had gone too far. The vast majority of 
Southall residents felt great sympathy for Blair Peach, 
the man who had died for them. The Metropolitan 
Police’s victory crumbled. The murder of Blair Peach 
became a symbol of the unjustified use of police 
violence. Fifteen thousand people marched the 
following Saturday in honour of Blair Peach, with 
Ken Gill from the TUC speaking. Workers at the SunBlest 
bakery raised £800 for Peach’s widow. 

Rana remembers that protesters were everywhere 

‘during the following week, flyposting, speaking, 
organising, discussing the lessons of the police riot. 
The police were around in very large numbers but they 
did not dare to stop people from organising. It was 
almost as if the police were shamed by the enormity of 
what they had done. 

Rock Against Racism brought out a special leaflet 
entitled “Southall Kids are Innocent”, which said, 
“Southall is special. There have been police killings 
before ... But on April 23rd the police behaved like never 
before...The police were trying to kill our people. 
They were trying to get even with our culture... What 
free speech needs martial law? What public meeting 
requires 5,000 people to keep the public out?” Questions 
were asked in the New Zealand parliament. 

For eight weeks, Peach’s body was left unburied while 
people paid their respects. Queues formed outside the 
Dominion Theatre, where his body remained. According 
to Shivdeep Singh Grewal, Peach's death had “particular 


reverence for the predominantly Sikh Punjabi 
community, both as a white man who chose to assist 
them and thereby defend their right to reside in the 
country, and as an enemy of tyrannous oppressors 
whose struggles with the Sikhs are still talked of and 
remembered in popular bazaar calendar art.” 

An official inquest limited itself to the sole question of 
how Blair died. One distinguished pathologist, Professor 
Mant, commented on the damage to Blair Peach’s skull 
with an instrument that had not pierced his skin. 
He concluded that the murder weapon was probably 
not a truncheon but more likely a cosh, or possibly a 
police radio. 

Writing in the New Statesman, Paul Foot complained 
of the delays, “I wonder what the reaction would have 
been if a policeman, not a demonstrator, had been killed 
at Southall. Would the inquest have been postponed 
until the middle of the summer holidays? Would there 
have been almost total silence in the Press about the 
murder hunt? Would the suspects have been left to carry 
on their jobs without being charged or even cautioned?” 

The friends and supporters of Blair Peach were not 
satisfied. “There was no justice for Blair’, remembers 
Anna, “We knew who'd done it.” Two papers, The Sunday 
Times and The Leveller, published leaks naming the 
officers who had travelled in the van that held Peach's 
killer. They were Police Constables Murray, White, Lake, 
Freestone, Scottow and Richardson. When the lockers of 
their unit were searched in June 1979, the locker of one 
officer, Greville Bint, was found to contain Nazi regalia, 
bayonets and leather covered sticks. Another constable, 
Raymond White, attempted to hide a cosh. No officer 
was ever prosecuted. 

Blair Peach was buried on 13 June 1979. Ten thousand 
people joined the procession. Another ten thousand 
marched through Southall the following year in his 
memory. A school was named after him and further 
memorials have been organised since. 
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Blair Peach: 
murdered by 
police 











THE RIGHT-WING EXTREMIST Front National (FN) confirmed 
its position as France’s third biggest political force in 
regional elections on 28 March. The right-wing government 
of President Jacques Chirac and Prime Minister Jean-Pierre 
Raffarin was routed as voters swung left to the Socialist 
Party in protest at attempted spending cuts. 

The efforts of successive governments to slash pensions, 
axe some welfare and social benefits, cut health insurance 
provision, deregulate schools and dramatically strengthen 
the police have produced a metronome effect in recent 
French elections with voters shifting dramatically between 
right and left. 

Acute discontent at the so-called reforms, high 
unemployment and a stagnant economy led to such a 
comprehensive defeat for the ruling Union for a Popular 
Movement (UMP) that it was left with only Alsace out of the 
22 contested regions, losing control in 13 of the 14 regions 
it had previously held. The left-wing bloc, consisting of the 
Socialist Party (PS), Communist Party (PCF), Greens and 
Radicals (PRG), increased its share of the vote by 6% to a 
total of 50%, compared with the UMP’s 37%. 

For Jean-Marie Le Pen’s FN, the result reflected 
somewhat mixed fortunes. The party scaled the 10% barrier 
necessary to go forward to the second round in 17 regions 
and gained an average 13% of the vote. 

Some commentators have described the FN’s 
performance as a crushing defeat because it won only 156 
regional council seats compared to the 275 it achieved in 
1998. Had its first round vote of 14.7% been maintained in 
the second round, the FN would have ended up with 20 
more councillors. However, a substantial part of the FN’s 
loss of seats stemmed from electoral reform. 

In 1986 the FN took 9.5% of the vote in the regional 
elections, in 1992, 13.6% and in 1998, 15.3%. Despite 
the reduced percentage in 2004, the level of support for 
the racist FN is still a cause for worry. 

The FN received 3,564,074 votes in the first round. 
This fell to 3,200,615 in the second, partly because the FN 
was not able to go through to this round in five regions and 
partly because of tactical voting. But in several regions 
the FN’s vote between the two rounds, even though its 
share of the vote decreased. This complicates evaluation of 
the FN’s performance. 
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Regional elections deliver mixed results to FN 


The real reverse for the FN was not in the regional ballot 
but in the cantonal elections held on the same day, in which 
the FN vote slipped from a first round 12% to a paltry 5%. 

The FN was also hit by the relatively high voter turnout of 
65% compared to 58% in the 1998 regional elections. 
Many young and first-time voters took part. 

Nevertheless, some of Le Pen’s candidates scored 
impressively in the first round, even if he himself was barred 
from standing. His daughter Marine, for example, standing 
in the lle de France, got 449,000 votes while in Provence- 
Alpes-Céte d’Azur (PACA), Guy Macary, who replaced 
Le Pen, got 415,000 votes. 

Le Pen was not disappointed. Interviewed by the France 
2 television station after the results became known, he 
praised the FN’s electorate for its “intelligence” in sticking 
with the party. The leading French newspaper Le Monde 
commented on 29 March that Le Pen’s exclusion, on 
legal grounds, from the ballot in PACA “had contributed 
to demobilising the FN’s electors” but added that the 
trouncing. of the UMP would reopen the question of 
alliances between the mainstream right and the FN. 

The FN’s puny far-right rival, Bruno Mégret’s cash-strapped 
Mouvement National Républicain, was completely wiped out in 
the first round and is now largely bereft of political significance. 

The regional election results have plunged the UMP and 
Chirac into a deep crisis. The FN will be waiting in the wings 
to capitalise on the mounting fear of Madrid-style terror 
attacks and on the continuing failure of the government to 
effect improvements in the economy. The FN will also look 
to pounce on any mistakes made by the left majority at 
regional level in the hope of mopping up disillusioned voters 
in the next major domestic elections and having a marked 
impact in the European election in June. 

As Searchlight went to press Le Pen was due to join Nick 
Griffin and the British National Party hierarchy for a black tie 
dinner in the Midlands on 25 April. The high cost of tickets 
and the strict dress regulation were clearly aimed at keeping 
the yob element of the BNP away, with preference being 
given to European election candidates, BNP councillors, 
party officials and members of the BNP’s fundraising 
organisation the Trafalgar Club. However it seems that panic 
set in late in the day when Griffin found himself left with 
dozens of unsold tickets for a meeting of two losers. 


Phone taps lead to police raid on Fiore 


Alfio Bernabei 


POLICE IN ROME searched the house of Roberto Fiore, 
national secretary of Forza Nuova, the fascist movement 
that will present itself at the European elections under 
the coalition banner of Alternativa Sociale. The search 
took place after prosecutors in Bari, southern Italy, 
found his name mentioned in telephone intercepts 
involving a gang of fascist thugs belonging to his party. 

Forza Nuova militants in Bari have been charged with 
a long series of crimes committed over the past year, 
ranging from seriously bodily harm, suspected arsons 
and threats. Fifteen of them, aged between 20 and 29, 
have now been arrested. Among them is Francesco 
Tiani, a member of the police force who was working at 
the local police headquarters. He has since been put 
under house arrest pending further enquiries. 

According to Chiara Civitano, the Bari prosecutor who 
launched the investigation into what was described as a 
“commando squadrista’, the term used to describe 
Mussolini’s punishments squads, Fiore “knew that his 
militants in Bari were “picchiatori” — thugs who were 
going around organised as hit squads to beat people up. 
“In one of the conversations between Fiore and Gaetano 
Campidoglio it is made clear that Fiore knew the thugs 
were hitters’, Ms Civitano wrote, “he is heard urging 
them to get everything changed there”. She added that in 
Bari Forza Nuova was acting as two movements, one out 
in the open and the other “working underground with 
paramilitary characteristics’. Campidoglio is among 
those who have now been arrested. 

The fascist punishment squad expeditions by Fiore’s 
thugs began last year leaving a trail of blood. Five of 
those arrested are accused of having coordinated the 
attacks by calling on the militants to prepare to hit their 
targets using paramilitary tactics. The prosecution has 


listed 11 violent acts of aggression against people using 
iron bars, sticks, bottles, bicycle chains and a car jack. 
Among the victims was Giuseppe Errico, head of a 
local youth centre, who suffered severe head injuries. 
Threats were made against Luciano Canfora, a 
university lecturer, and Michele Bellomo of the local gay 
group. One of the attacks “in paramilitary style’ was 
launched against the gynaecology wing of a local clinic. 

The gang kept updated files on the people they wanted 
to attack, keeping tracks of their habits and movements. 
Some of the information was apparently provided to the 
fascists by Tiani, who made use of confidential data. 

A transcript of the telephone intercepts after the 
attack on Errico has been produced as evidence. In it 
Sergio Pizzi, one of those arrested, tells an unidentified 
member of the gang: “See what happened tonight? 
I smashed the car jack on top of his [Errico’s] head. 
He has been taken to the hospital. Another one has been 
injured ... keep your eyes well open because here we 
have started a war. Massimo [another of those arrested] 
hit him with an iron ... a wooden bar. He was drenched 
in blood. His head opened a bit wider.” Some of the 
hitters were apparently recruited among the so-called 
ultras at the local sports ground. 

As well as Fiore in conversation with one of the thugs, 
the intercepts have also tracked the voice of Ettore 
Bucciero, a senator belonging to the National Alliance, 
the party headed by the neo-fascist deputy prime 
minister Gianfranco Fini. 

The links between Fiore, the convicted terrorist and 
ex-fugitive from justice with business interests in the 
UK, and Nick Griffin of the British National Party remain 
strong. Forza Nuova sent congratulations to the BNP 
when councillors won seats in Burnley. 
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A German fascist ideal | 
a non-socialist labour movement 


By Michael Klein for Antifa-Net 


May Day has become a regular fixture in the 
political calendar of Germany’s nazis who are 
increasingly trying to project a “leftist” 
political style and image. The NPD’s appeal for 
its “Day of German Labour” march this year 
calls for “national resistance” to 
“globalisation”, unemployment, the export of 
capital and jobs and the “systematic 
disintegration of the social system”, and 
declares that opposition to these things is 

“a duty for all Germans who want to remain 
German”. Germany’s nazis have jumped on the 
anti-war bandwagon and are hoping to make 
political gains out of Germany’s present 
economic difficulties. This special feature 
examines the political purpose and 
background to the nazis’ May Day marches in 
Berlin and Leipzig. 


THE CURRENT FASCIST EFFORT to take over May 
Day is more than an attempt to copy Hitler’s big 
May Day celebrations held to integrate the working 
class into his regime. It is also a forum for social 
demagogy and revolutionary phrases aimed at 
attracting young people who feel uncertain, fearful or 
enraged at unemployment and the dismantling of the 
social security system in Germany. 

As well as this high profile activity on the streets, there 
has been intense discussion among theoretically 
minded German fascists to develop at a strategy to 
enable them to broaden their social influence and 
attract a wider following. 

An important forum for this debate is the journal 
Staatsbriefe. Published monthly since 1990, Staatsbriefe 
has succeeded in strengthening and popularising the 
idea of the return of the Deutsches Reich among German 
far-rightists. 

The magazine has also focused on economic and 
social issues. In a series of articles titled Phases of the 
German Worker, the editors have reproduced texts from 
various periods from the end of the 19th century 
onwards. 
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In The Dissatisfaction of the Workers, written in 1895, 
the German poet Paul Ernst (1866-1933), who later 
became a close friend of the racial nationalist author 
Will Vesper, complained at the loss of corporate thinking 
and the rise of class consciousness, which he went on to 
blame for moral decline and social unrest among the 
workers. Ernst was a bitter right-wing critic of the 
process of civilisation and pleaded for the restoration of 
the early capitalist period, but represented a major 
strand of rightist thinking on the theme. 

Another strand is highlighted in Staatsbriefe’s 
recycling of an article by August Winnig, written in 1930, 
in which he argued, with reference to Ernst, that the 
only solution to the deep crisis of the German society in 
the late 1920s was to strengthen the “community” and 
establish “the state and nationalist traditions as the 
wilful unified upholders of destiny”. 

Winnig, interestingly, had been a firm advocate of the 
Social Democratic Party’s support for the First World 
War. As early as 1915, he urged workers’ organisations 
not only to become close allies of the Kaiser’s Imperial 
state but also to act as one of the most important pillars 
of the war economy. 

This early anticipation of the Nazis’ Arbeitsfront 
(workers’ front) also emerges when Winnig, who later 
joined Hitler's NSDAP, demands that the Christian- 
national trade unions become the main weapon against 
class consciousness and that these “yellow trade 
unions” be supported by a state leadership that 
“leans on all those forces that long for the strong state”. 





This leadership, he says, should not hesitate “to use the 
whole power of the state” in order to weaken the 
socialist movement. This is precisely what the Nazis did 
a few years later. 

The last of the historical articles that Staatsbriefe 
selected were written by Hans Domizlaff (1892-1971) in 
1949. Domizlaff, who worked in advertising for the giant 
Siemens company for many years after 1933, 
aggressively defends the idea of free enterprise, which 
he characterises as the sole producer of spiritual 
leadership and economic wealth, and attacks trade 
unionists as parasites. 

Three further Staatsbriefe articles demonstrate the 
importance of the social question to contemporary 
nazis. Peter Bahn argues that the former German 
Democratic Republic (GDR) was in a cultural sense a 
“more German” - that is, less Americanised — Germany 
while Peter Jagodczynski moans about the “early 
capitalist” behaviour of international capital when it 
took over the former GDR and romanticises about 
“a workers’ upheaval that will lay the foundation for a 
new German Empire”. 

The third, by Hans-Dietrich Sander, editor of 
Staatsbriefe, goes under the title “Propositions for the 
creation of a non-socialist workers movement”. Sander 
states that the world economy is undergoing a 
fundamental change and claims that the main burden 
of the worldwide dissolution of national economies is 
being carried by German workers, totally ignoring the 
desperate plight of the hundreds of millions of people in 
the Third World. 

The article goes on to attack the Social Democrats 
and the Communists for betraying the “German 
national interest” and behaving like the Allied 
occupation forces after 1945. Sander advocates a “new 
non-socialist labour movement that has to express a 
new workers’ corporatism as part of a renewed 
national(ist) economy”. 

Sander never tires of mentioning that “it had been 
self-evident during the German empire that trade 
unions not only struggled for rising wages and better 
working conditions but also ensured industriousness 
and discipline among their membership”. 

Taken as a whole, the nazi theorists at Staatsbriefe 
are demanding nothing less than the elimination 
of independent labour organisations and a return of 
corporatism in order to integrate the workers into the 
“body of the people”, in reality an authoritarian 
capitalist state. 

Because free enterprise is the leading economic force 





and structure in society, the nazis, who accept capitalist 
society in principle, expect workers to subordinate 
themselves to the so-called “national interest” and 
believe that the main — indeed only — task of workers’ 
organisations is to enforce this outlook. No amount of 
rabble-rousing, fake, “anti-capitalist” nazi rhetoric in 
Berlin and Leipzig on 1 May can change this. 


Trade unions nazi-style 
Klaus Maler for Antifa-Net 


ECONOMIC CRISIS, emergency laws, presidential direct 
rule and bitter class struggles: these were the political 
maladies from which Hitler and his Nazis before 1933 
were desperate to present themselves to Germany’s 
military and financial elites as the only possible escape. 

To accomplish that, the Nazis had not only to prove 
they were the strongest national force but also to 
demonstrate that they were able to shake the organised 
workers’ movement to its foundations. Only this way 
would it be possible to get the population to accept 
drastic rearmament and move towards a reversal of the 
results of Germany’s defeat in the First World War. 

In the five years before 1933, the Nazis showed, with 
massive and often murderous violence both inside 
meeting halls and on the streets, that they had built a 
mass base which could be mobilised to terrorise the 
workers movement. 

The history of that is well known but the Nazis also 
had to attempt to win influence among the workers, 
something that the traditional reactionary-nationalist 
conservative parties were in no state to achieve. 
Compared with the enormous and minutely detailed 
evidence of the Nazis’ terror actions against the workers’ 
movement, relatively little has been written about how 
the Nazi front organisation, the Nazi Factory Cell 
Organisation (NSBO), went about its business. 

In 1928, on the eve of the Wall Street crash, Hitler 
decided that the “random” Nazi factory cells, which had 
first been formed in northern Germany, should be 
accorded official status inside the NSDAP. This took 
place with the foundation of the NSBO in September 
1929. This “ideological fighting troop” of the NSDAP 
was to have as its task “the winning over of employees”. 
The vital ingredient would be the conduct of an 
aggressive propaganda campaign against “Marxism”, by 
which the Nazis meant the social democratic trade 
union federation, the ADGB, the Social Democratic 
Party itself and the Communist Party of Germany (KPD). 
At the same time, the NSBO committed itself to 
opposing “the exploitative liberal-capitalist system’. 

It was easy to see that the real aim of the so-called 
“German socialism” that the new Nazi workers’ 
organisation proclaimed was just an extension of the 
NSDAP’s policy of abolishing the class struggle and 
welding its proponents into a reconciled “national 
community”. It was not surprising that the NSBO’s 
paper, Arbeitertum, proclaimed that “social justice is 
possible inside the economy of private ownership”. 

Nevertheless, in order to get a foothold among 
workers in the big industrial centres, the NSBO also had 
to dress itself up as a genuine representative of workers’ 
interests. This presented a difficulty because anti- 
capitalist rhetoric was not enough and the “employees’ 
wing” of the Nazis found it difficult to overcome the 
dilemma that the concepts of “national community” 
and class struggle are mutually exclusive. 


NPD nazis 
march with 
the left- 
sounding 
slogan “Stop 
the US and 
Israeli 
warmongers 
Solidarity with 
Palestine” 
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More slogans 
borrowed 
from the left; 
“People’s 
economy not 
globalisation 
Work not 
profit” 


Picture: Der 
Rechte Rand 





Hitler and the NSDAP leadership had no interest in, 
and were deeply afraid of, promoting workers’ struggles 
and accorded no trade union-like character to the 
NSBO. Indeed until August 1932 the NSBO was not 
allowed to give any financial support to its own 
members who went on strike. As a result, the NSBO 
enjoyed only limited credibility among workers. 

The recruitment patterns and activities of the NSBO 
are worthy of examination, not least for the way in 
which they differed from the recruitment activities of 
the brown-shirted street armies of the NSDAP’s other 
mass front organisation, the SA. 

While the SA recruited mainly among the middle class 
and pauperised, unemployed, and rootless young men, 
the NSBO recruited among a very different section of 
society: white and blue collar workers in the public and 


civil services and in rural areas, technicians, foremen 
and supervisors in industry and supervisors in coal 
mines, that is to say middle-ranking grades, who were 
not generally members of the ADGB. 

By March 1931 the NSBO had just over 4,000 members 
but then the NSDAP decided that all wage and salary 
earners holding party membership must join the NSBO. 
Six months later the Nazis launched a campaign with 
the slogans “into the factories” and “no workplace 
without a Nazi cell”. By the middle of 1932, the NSBO’s 
membership had leapt to 100,000, although much of 
this increase is attributable to the rapid rise in NSDAP 
membership in that year. 

Nevertheless, there was also a steady stream of 
recruits into the NSBO out of the various other right- 
wing employees’ associations and scab trade unions 


“National community not Germany rip-off” 





Totalitarianism theory 


By Klaus Maler for Antifa-Net 


TOTALITARIANISM THEORY was the prevalent, anti- 


communist ideology of the Cold War. Its German 
variant claims that “extremists” of left and right, 
communists and Nazis alike, destroyed the Weimar 
Republic. As part of the evidence for this the 
theory’s exponents cite the 1932 Berlin transport 
strike in which Communists and Nazis sat together 
on a “Central Strike Committee”. 

The main bearers of totalitarianism theory in 
Western Germany were the post-1945 political 
parties which recruited numerous former members 
of Nazi organisations and gave them the chance 
again to vent their visceral hatred of the left. Other 
key enthusiasts of the theory were the very same 
forces that helped bring Hitler to power: the 
representatives of the economy, the armed forces 
and politics, in short the 1920s and 1930s German 
social elite. These people had a vital interest in 
keeping their own role in handing power to Hitler 
out of the history books as much as possible. 

Totalitarianism theory suppresses real 
understanding of how democratic society was 
systematically and continuously undermined until 
the entire state apparatus was eventually handed 
over to Hitler in 1933. The fact is that in 1932 alone 
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three governments suspended democratic rights 
and ruled Germany with emergency decrees. It was 
the army’s top generals with influence over 
Chancellor Franz von Papen who strongly urged the 
lifting of the ban on Hitler’s SA street armies. The 
theory suggests that large numbers of Communist 
voters went over to the Nazis. That too contrasts 
with the facts. It was voters from the conservative- 
Protestant camp who largely defected to the 
NSDAP. 

What it also conceals is that the majority of 
Germany’s ruling class was far more interested in 
lamenting the defeat in the First World War than in 
consolidating parliamentary democracy. These 
circles wanted to avoid a repetition of the 
revolutionary events of 1918-19 at all costs and 
saw the Nazis as the most ardent enemies of the 
workers’ movement. After all attempts to solve 
economic and political crises with the help of the 
conservative mainstream forces failed in 1932, the 
forces of big business and landed property 
delegated political power to the Nazis whose 
powerful mass base was already well positioned to 
terrorise and smash the divided workers’ 
movement. 








during 1931 and 1932, a period of factory unrest. 
By January 1933 when Hitler took power, the NSBO had 
260,000 workers and other employees in its ranks. 

Even so, despite the energy they applied to the task, 
the Nazis had hardly dented the six-million-strong 
social democratic ADGB. This did not stop the NSBO 
from attempting manipulative tactics in order to inflate 
its own importance. For example, in the shop stewards 
elections of 1931, the NSBO claimed to have won the 
votes of 12% of blue collar workers and 25% of white 
collar workers in individual firms. However, they fielded 
candidates only in a small number of factories and the 
ADGB listed only 710 NSBO elected members, which 
meant that the Nazis only obtained a miserable 0.5% of 
the vote. 

The second half of 1932 brought an upheaval in the 
NSBO’s politics. The wage cuts under Chancellor Franz 
von Papen in September 1932 made it impossible for the 
organisation to maintain a distance from class issues 
without completely losing credibility in the workplace. 
As NSBO propaganda became radicalised there were 
demands for higher wages and, from some NSBO 
circles, for nationalisation of the essential industries 
and profit sharing for the workers. Gregor Strasser, who 
was considered to be the chief representative of the “left 
wing” of the NSDAP, referred in a speech to the 
Reichstag in May 1932 to “the great anti-capitalistic 
longings that are running through our people, longings 
which already grip 95 per cent of our people, 
consciously or unconsciously”. 

Part of the background to the assumption of these 
radical positions was the stagnation of voter support 
for the NSDAP in the July 1932 Reichstag elections. 
At that stage, President Hindenburg, and the industrial 
elites and landed aristocracy that stood behind him, 
still opposed the appointment of Hitler as Chancellor. To 
succeed in the election of 6 November 1932, the NSDAP 
needed to make real inroads into the workers’ vote. 

This acted as a contributory factor in the Nazis’ 
participation in the Berlin transport workers’ strike of 3- 
8 November 1932. At that time, the BVG employed 
22,000 people of whom 1,300 were in the NSBO, 6,000 
belonged to the ADGB, which opposed strike action 
against wage cuts, and 1,200 belonged to the KPD-led 
Revolutionary Labour Opposition (RGO). The central 
strike committee was composed overwhelmingly of 
KPD/RGO members but the NSBO had four people on it. 

Joseph Goebbels, the NSDAP Gauleiter in Berlin and 
national propaganda leader, noted with characteristic 
opportunism in his diary on 2 November: “If we had 
held ourselves aloof from this strike, our firm position 





amongst the working classes...would have been 
shaken. Many bourgeois circles feel repelled by our 
participation in the strike. That, however, is not crucial. 
We can win back these circles very easily later but once 
we lose a worker once, we've lost him for ever.” 

The nationalist-conservative Chancellor von Papen, 
who not much later contributed considerably to the 
handover of power to the Nazis, was enraged by 
the strike-supporting manoeuvres of the Nazis. In an 
election speech broadcast nationally on 4 November, he 
railed against their role: the government had given 
Hitler a free hand in hope that “he would bring over the 
workers, purged of Bolshevik doctrines, to the national 
camp. What has actually happened is that the Red front 
has hardly been damaged and the National Socialists are 
taking part in the attempt to bring down the 
government’s economic programme.” 

Hitler did not profit from the NSBO’s role in the strike. 
In contrast to the KPD, the NSDAP’s vote fell, although it 
lost less support among the working class than in the 
middle-class and well-to-do areas. 

The NSBO failed to win influence among the workers 
nor was it was able to present itself as an independent 
force inside the NSDAP capable of affecting the party’s 
economic and social policies. 

By the time of the next shop stewards’ elections in 
March 1933, Nazi terror was rampaging across the 
country following the NSDAP’s assumption of power at 
the end of January. The Communists in particular were 
hit by the terror campaign and were more or less 
prevented from putting forward candidates. Even then, 
with “red” trade unionists beaten, murdered and 
dragged off to so-called “wild” concentration camps, the 
elections did not produce the results the NSDAP and 
NSBO expected. ADGB-affiliated trade unions got 
73.4%, the Communist RGO 4.9% and the NSBO, despite 
the avalanche of NSDAP violence, averaged only 11.7%. 

In Berlin’s power stations, the free trade unions polled 
91% of the vote, the RGO 5%, and the NSBO only 2.5%. 
In the city’s gas works, the NSBO got 4%, the free trade 
unions 61%, and the RGO 34%. 

Things were different in enterprises and sectors that 
were less well unionised. There the Nazis gained 
substantial ground. In the gigantic Krupp plants in the 
Ruhr mining region, for example, they polled 30.9% 
while in the huge IG Farben Leuna works their share of 
the vote leapt from 10.9% to 27.1%. 

In this way the Nazis were able partially to fulfil their 
hope that the working class would not stand in solid 
opposition to them and that parts of the working class 
might even go over to the side of the dictatorship. 


Vietnam, 
Iraq, 
Afghanistan — 
America you 
make us sick 


“Searchlight May 2004 31 








israeli writer is Swedish antisemite 


By Tor Bach, Sven Johansen and Lise Apfelblum in Oslo and Stieg Larsson 
and Daniel Poohl in Stockholm For Monitor, Expo and Antifa-Net 


A MAN WHO CLAIMS to be one of Israel’s leading 
intellectuals is also a Swedish antisemitic writer. 
Israel Shamir presents himself on his website as a 
leading Russian-Israeli intellectual and a writer, 
translator and journalist. But in 2001 he changed his 
name to Jéran Jermas and has surrounded himself in 
Sweden and Norway with antisemites and strange 
conspiracy theorists. 

Shamir also claims to have occupied a string of 
important positions as a translator of classical works 
and to have worked as a journalist in several 
heavyweight media institutions, including for the major 
Israeli paper, Haaretz. However, when Monitor started 
investigating Shamir’s past last year, it found no 
evidence that Shamir had ever held these positions. 
His supposed job as Moscow correspondent for Haaretz 
turned out to consist of just a few freelance articles. 

The Swedish Census Registry does give a few clues 
about Shamir and his movements. It shows that his 
name was entered onto the Registry in October 1984 and 
he later obtained Swedish citizenship. According to the 
register he still lives in Dalagatan, Stockholm, not in 
Jaffa, Israel, as he publicly claims. Shamir’s first wife and 
two sons also live in Stockholm. 

In July 1993, Shamir emigrated to Russia and later to 
Israel, where he married again in July 1994. He and his 
new wife returned to Sweden in autumn 1998. 

Shamir, who claims to be one of Israel’s leading 
intellectuals, has concealed the fact that he has lived in 
Sweden for a long time. Another strange fact is that there 
are hardly any references to Shamir on the internet 
before 2001, the same year in which he changed his 
name. This was a strange time to do this, just as he was 
being noticed and had started to publish his works 
under the name of Israel Shamir. 

Jermas’s translator in Norway is Hans Olav Brendberg, 
a teacher, who was recently asked to leave the executive 
committee of a branch of the Red Electoral Alliance (RV). 
The left-wing RV, which took 1.2% of the vote in the 
general election in 2001 and has over 80 local councillors, 
accused Brendberg of making anti-Jewish statements on 
the internet and in his work as Jermas’s translator. 

Brendberg, 35, stirred up controversy after writing 
articles for the left-wing daily Klassekampen in which he 
charged the Jews with killing Christ and hating all non- 
Jews. But it is through the KK-forum, Klassekampen’s 
semi-official web-based discussion forum, that 
Brendberg has gained most notoriety for statements 
such as: “Millions of nice Germans have always existed 
but not one of them is mentioned in Anne Frank's 
Diaries. As for the broader picture: is not the world 
bigger than the attic of a Dutch city apartment block?” 
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On several occasions, Brendberg has referred to Kevin 
MacDonald, an extreme right-wing American, as an 
authority on Jewish matters. MacDonald, a professor at 
an obscure Californian university, is a white racist, 
antisemitic, anti-black, anti-left apologist for Hitler’s 
genocide and an inveterate fascist. 

MacDonald is perhaps most infamous for his claim 
that the Jews have effected a breeding programme to 
conquer other “races”. He appeared in court as a witness 
on behalf of David Irving, the British quasi-historian and 
Hitler admirer, in his libel case against Deborah Lipstadt. 

In his books MacDonald alleges that Marxism and the 
Russian revolution of October 1917 are Jewish 
conspiracies. He also claims that the Jews and Asians are 
threatening to wrest power from the Europeans in the 
USA and considers it genetically dangerous to “import 
Africans”. Brendberg regards MacDonald’s books as 
classical, academic works worthy of critical debate. 

Shamir has found other, even more extreme friends in 
Sweden. One of his Swedish translators, Lars Adelskog, 
is not only a leading figure in the Swedish UFO 
movement but can also be found in the jungle of 
conspiracy theories where the Illuminati, the 
Freemasons and lizards in human form are supposedly 
working together to end civilisation as we know it. 

Adelskog’s last book bore the profound title En tom 
stick kan inte sta (An empty bag cannot stand) and was 
published by the openly nazi publisher Nordiska 
Forlaget. This organisation also sells books by 
MacDonald, Hitler and Irving. In his latest book, 
Adelskog tries in typical nazi style to “prove” that the 
Nazi genocide of the Jews never took place. 

Adelskog was previously the editor of the Swedish 
“alternative” magazine Nexus, where he also spread his 
pet conspiracy theories. The Nationalsocialistisk Front 
later touted unsold issues of Nexus through its website. 

Jermas/Shamir himself is no stranger to conspiracy 
theories. When he visited Norway in 2001, he made the 
laughable claim in the mainstream newspaper 
Adresseavisa that many Jews received text messages 
warning them to get out of the World Trade Centre in 
New York before the terror attacks of 11 September. 

Another outlet that eagerly promotes antisemitic 
conspiracy theories is the Russian magazine Zavtra 
and its editor Alexander Prokhanov. While in Moscow, 
Jermas worked as a journalist for Zavtra, which has 
been described as Russia's most antisemitic rag. 
When the notorious racist and former Ku Klux Klan 
leader David Duke went to Russia to promote his new 
book, Jewish Supremacism, and his National Association 
for the Advancement of White People, it was on 
Prokhanov’s invitation. 


Despite the dogs with which he is willing to lie down, 
Jermas does not seem afraid of catching fleas. In the 
USA, Alex Linder of Kirksville, Missouri, who has 
seemingly fallen from grace in the nazi National Alliance 
(NA), has set up his own outfit called the Vanguard News 
Network. Lindner is eagerly promoting a forthcoming 
congress of Holocaust liars in Sacramento this year and 
published parts of a peculiar email correspondence with 
Jermas, posing under his old name of Shamir. 

According to Lindner, Bob White the NA leader had 
told Jermas that the conference had been called off. 
Then Jermas told Lindner in an email that if the 
conference were to go ahead he would be interested in 
taking part as a speaker, “provided: 

“1) There will be no leak about my coming until the 
day of my coming, and 

“2) You can pay for trip for me and my wife including 
flexible return flight tickets, hotels and two hundred 
dollars a day for food and similar expenses, plus 1,000 
dollars speaker's fee. 

“If you can’t afford it, I shall supply you with my talk 
and you may read it or distribute it the way you like. 

“In any case, I would advise to keep this exchange 
entres [sic] nous, as premature publicity would severely 
undermine our ability to communicate freely.” 

Jermas’s demands must have confirmed all Lindner’s 
beliefs about “greedy Jews”. As he put it: “Who does he 
think he is? Not even Horst Mahler has made demands 
like this.” 


Jermas is also a keen propagandist. 
He poses as a friend of the 
Palestinian people and claims to be 
promoting systematic criticism of 
the state of Israel. Because of this 
several of his writings have been 
quoted in international debates on 
the Middle East. 

However, leading Palestinian 
representatives do not share this 
view. Ali Abunimah, a prominent 
media critic on the Electronic 
Intifada website, and Hussein Ibish, 
press spokesman of the American- 

Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee 

(ADC), warned as early as 2001 that 

Shamir was an antisemite and not 

just against Israel. They claimed that _ 

his opposition to Israel was no less a 
than a rehash of the classical elements of the ae 
antisemitic tradition. 

Brendberg has consciously chosen to convey Shamir’s 
views and other politically toxic material to the 
Norwegian public. Questions are being asked whether 
a person who spreads such views on Jews should 
be allowed to work as a religious education teacher 
in the state school system. Christine Mohn, the leader of 
the Norwegian Association against Antisemitism, left no 
doubt about her view: “No, definitely not!” 
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THE NAZIS OF GOLDEN DAWN (GD) intend to contest June’s 
European elections in Greece after successfully forming an 
electoral front with leading members of the fascistic military 
junta that ruled Greece from 1967 to 1973. 

The so-called Patriotic Alliance was launched soon after 
the recent Greek general election in March. Its main 
propaganda instrument is the weekly newspaper Eleftheros 
Kosmos (Free World) which circulates nationally and is 
GD’s official mouthpiece. Its publisher is the long-time GD 
member Dimitris Zafiropoulos, who has a conviction for 
assault, and its chief editor is Theodoros Georgiou, GD’s 
treasurer. Its main editorial writers are Zafiropoulos and 
lately Nikolaos G Mihaloliakos, GD’s leader. Zafiropoulos 
also publishes a bimonthly nazi youth magazine. 

Eleftheros Kosmos was published in support of the military 
junta and was revived by GD in May 2003 with the blessing of 
the junta’s second-in-command Stylianos Pattakos. Pattakos 
received a life sentence for his role in the dictatorship when 
democracy was re-established but the government later 
released him “for health reasons”. The decision had the 
consent of all the main political parties. Pattakos, it seems, 
has recovered sufficiently to become the architect of unity 
between former junta supporters and open nazis. 

He even has a permanent column in Eleftheros Kosmos. 
An article by him on 28 March 2004, titled “The great 
problem — immigrants” argues for apartheid-style treatment 
of immigrants and declares that the solution for the state is 
“to check strictly the legality of every immigrant and those 
that are found illegal should be expelled immediately”. 

Pattakos goes on to demand that “legal immigrants be 
installed far away from major urban centres, preferably in the 
most southern regions of the state, to be separated, according 
to their nationality, in settlements and to be watched 
incessantly by the public order authorities of the State...” 

It was a sign of a weak society that leading members of 
a fascistic military junta were allowed the political freedom 
to take part in elections in the 1980s after the re- 
establishment of democracy in 1974. Even worse is that 
former junta leaders can now ally with an openly nazi outfit 
such as GD and fight alongside it in the European elections 
to enable Mihaloliakos to stake his bid for a seat in the 
parliament of the newly expanded European Union. 

The freedom that the nazis and followers of the junta 
enjoy in Greece is the result of an extraordinary de facto 
“national front” formed on the basis of reactionary anti- 
Westernism and antisemitism. Its true extent became 
apparent when Mikis Theodorakis, the internationally known 
composer, declared during the presentation of his book in 
early November 2003: “We are two peoples alone in this 
world, we [the Greeks] and the Jews, the latter, however, 
have fanaticism and get their own way. Today, we can say 
that this small people is at the root of evil...” 
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Former junta leaders form alliance with nazis 


By Irene Koutelou for Anti-Nazi Initiative in Athens 


Protests from Jewish organisations forced a_ partial 
withdrawal of his statement. However, most of the Greek 
political world, especially the two parliamentary left-wing 
parties — the Communist Party (KKE) and Synaspismos — 
and the trade unions, stood by Theodorakis, who is a 
candidate for president. 

It is no coincidence that in this toxic political atmosphere 
the generally reliable newspaper Ta Nea (The News), which 
has the second biggest circulation in Greece, devoted six 
pages of its free weekly magazine on 27 March to an 
interview with Charalampos Kousoumvris, a former leading 
member of GD. 

Kousoumvris, who has a conviction for armed robbery 
and assault, left GD about a year ago and wrote a book 
called Crashing the legend of Golden Dawn, which criticised 
his former comrades for being less national socialist than 
himself. The interview, which mentions the book, is 
accompanied by a two-page photograph of Kousoumvris, 
who says “it is true that the Greeks are superior people” 
and boasts that Greeks are distinguished “by blood”. 

The Ta Nea interviewer carefully avoids condemnation of 
anything Kousoumvris says. When Kousoumvris is asked 
about his attitude towards the left, he answers: “Today, 
| have understood that the left wingers and we — and this is 
a curious quirk of fate — are fighting against the same thing. 
Against globalisation. If you look, you will see that our 
common enemy is globalisation... simply, in other words we 
say the same things.” 

To all this rubbish one can add the repeated statements 
of Orthodox Archbishop Christodoulos about the “national 
superiority” of the Greeks. The major newspapers recently 
published a letter from the Archbishop to Pattakos in 
May 2001 which praised him because he was “the 
representative of distinguished qualifications and virtues”. 

The Archbishop is also a consistent political defender of 
George Karatzaferis, the antisemitic right-wing extremist 
leader of the LAOS party, which is taking part in the 
European election. : 

These developments are like a political time bomb ticking 
away in the foundations of Greek democracy. The Anti-Nazi 
Initiative (ANI) believes the key issue is to fight to ban the 
nazis and junta admirers from taking part in the election. 
The ANI has called on the Greek government to keep the 
fascists off the ballot paper and is urging political parties and 
trade unions to ensure that the nazis of GD and the torturers 
of the 1967 military junta have no place whatsoever in the 
democratic institutions of the European Union. 

For this reason, it is important that all European anti- 
fascists back the fight against the Greek nazis, their newly- 
acquired junta allies and their political protectors, and help 
Greece preventing outright nazis gaining a foothold in the 
birthplace of democracy. 


From the archives 








SEARCHLIGHT 2° years 220 


THE ANTI-FASCIST MONTHLY INCORPORATING aie May 1984 


MAY 1984 No.10 = . 
= Latin America: 


Deathsquads 
DEALING IN DEATH linked to WACL 


ONE MAN IS 
SELLING ARMS 
& AMMUNITION 


In a series of hard-hitting 
articles in the Washington 
Post, the well-known 
journalist Jack Anderson has 
brought to light new 
information about the 
murderous Latin American 
RAY HILL: , death squads and their 
THE TERRORIST CONNECTION connections with the CIA 
and the extreme right-wing 
World Anti-Communist 
League (WACL). 

Based in part on an 
interview with a death 


THE OTHER IS 
A SEARCHLIGHT 
MOLE... 








INSIDE: NF Ulster setback, Black 
prisoners, Webster sues Front 














squad leader in Honduras, Anderson claims that the squads are all part 
of a continent-wide murder organisation, ‘La Mano Blanco’ (The White 
Hand) and that they also have political front organisations, of which the 
overall co-ordinator is the Latin American Anti-Communist Confederation 
(CAL), the Mexico-based Latin American section of the World Anti- 
Communist League. 

Tracing the squads back to the CIA's funding of right-wingers in 
Guatemala in the early ’5Os and claiming that this funding continues, 
Anderson went onto note how, under the influence of CAL and others, the 
WACL moved in the ’7Os from being an extreme conservative organisation 
to one that harbours numerous neo-fascists. 
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South Africa: 

| German 

4, mercenary killed 

| in gun battle 

A German neo-nazi was 

killed in a gun battle after 

trying to ambush a police 

patrol in Tierpoort, near 

Pretoria, in March. 
Thomas Kunst and two 

other Germans, Stephen 

Rays and Horst Klenz, were 


C18 AND BNP THUGS sitting in a white Opel Rekord 


when they were approached 
TERRORISE YORKSHIRE by crime prevention officers. 
Before they reached the 
vehicle, the officers were 
subjected to a hail of bullets from one of the car’s occupants, who had 
taken cover in nearby bushes with an AK-47 assault rifle. 

The police returned fire and in a 45-minute shoot-out, Kunst, 32, was 
killed and Rays arrested. Klenz managed to escape. When police 
searched the car, they discovered that Kunst and his henchmen had 
been armed to the teeth with AK-47 rifles and a Scorpion machine 
pistol, among other weapons. 
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